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ARTICLE I. 


An Examination of the Queftion, Whether Asneas 
ever came to Italy, or not? With Remarks upon 
the Ufefulnefs and Pleafure of Claffic Learning, 
and fome Obfervations upon Virgil. : 


To the Author of The Hiftory of the Works of the 
Learned. By CHARLES LAMOTTE. 


SIR, 
HO’ Iam fenfible the Defign of your writing 


is to promote the moft ferious Learning, and 

the moft ufeful Knowledge, and that the Intent of 
your ingenious Accounts of the Works of the Learn- 
ed is to recommend fuch Books as may tend to the 
Advancement of Religion and Morality, I hope you 
will fometimes admit of Effays of a lighter Kind, and 
a lefs important Nature; fuch, I mean, as relate to 
A Claffic 
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Claffic Learning, and the Belles Lettres. I know the 
World is pretty much divided about the Nature and 
Ufefulnefs of this Sort of Study; and that whilft 
fome of its Admirers raile and extol it to the Skies, 
and prefer it to Hiftory, Mathematicks and Philofo- 
phy, others flight and defpife it as much, condemn it 
as wholly ufelets and unprofitable, and look upon it 
as troublefome in Company, and bordering upon Pe- 
dantry and Impertinence. But I believe, Sir, that 
avoiding thefe two Extremes, if we examine the 
Matter in a fair and impartial Light, we fhall find 
that this Kind of Learning, when applied in a pro- 
per Manner, may not only afford much Pleafure, but 
alfo be of great Ufe and Advantage to the Student. 
For a Proof of this, I dare appeal to thofe that have 
applied themfelves to this Study betimes, whether it 
has not help’d to form, nourifh and improve their 
Minds, and furnifhed' them with fuch Notions, as 
have very much contributed to the Pleafure and Hap- 
pinefs of their Lives. Whether thefe Books have 
not been their moft agreeable Companions in their 
Travels, to eafe the Fatigues and Inconveniencies of 
them; their beft Entertainment in a Country Retire- 
ment, where they have had the Pleafure to behold 
the charming Contraft between Nature and Art; to 
compare the beautiful Defcriptions of the rural Scenes 
in the Poets with the delightful PiGtures and Land- 
fcapes, which Nature ina fine Seafon portrayed and 
reprefented to their Eyes? and, 





a Nine veterum in Libris 
Ducere follicite jucunda Oblivia Vite. 


Whether thefe Books have not given them great Re- 
lief and Support under the Affiictions and Calamities 
they have met with in the Courfe of their Lives. 
This the great Roman Orator (who, you know, Sir, 
had his Share of Troubles both in publick and private 
Life) was fo fenfible of, that he declared that under 
thefe Preflures he ever fled for Relief and Refuge to 

I his 
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his Books, which tho’ they did not wholly cure, re- 
move, and make him forget his Sorrows, at ieaft 
help’d very much to footh and alleviatethem. Lait- 
lv, Whether thefe have not been the moit pleafing 
Entertainment and innocent Amufement of their old 
Age, when all other Pleafures have left and forfaken 
them? Let any Man read Ta//y’s excellent Treatife of 
old Age in this View, and deny this if he can. There 
he will hear old Cato declare, that in an * advanced 
Age he began to learn Greek, and to read the Greek 
Authors; which Study (faith he) he purfued with 
the fame Defire and Eagernefs, as a Man that quenches 
the moft craving Thirft; that he looked upon thefe 
politer * Studies as the greateft Comfort and Delight 
of his old Age, and $ preferr’d them to the moft deli- 
cious Meals, to the fineft Entertainments of the Stage, 
and to all the Pleafures and Enjoyments of Senfe. I 
remember the great Zhuanus relates in the Memoirs 
of his Life, that being at Padua he went to vifit Sig- 
nior Picolomini, a learned Profeflor in that Univerfiry, 
and that he found that venerable Man fittifig in his 
Bed at fourfcore Years of Age, revifing, correcting, 
and polifhing fome Remarks he had formerly made 
upon a Greek Author; which Employment, he faid, 
gave him unfpeakable Delight at an Age when he had 
no Tafte and Relifh for other Pleafures and Enjoy- 
ments of Life. From whence young Men fhou’d 
learn to apply themfelves to that Study betimes, and 
lay in fuch Store and Provifion of this ufeful Learn- 
ing, as will fo much conduce to the Pleafure of their 
Lives, and afford them fuch pleafing Entertainment, 
fuch Relief and Comfort in their old Age. The 
truth is, thefe politer Studies help very much to fan 
and keep alive the Flame that then begins to fail, to 
A 2 rub 
 Literas fenex didici quas quidem fic avide arripui, quafi diutur- 
nam fitim explere cupiens, ut ea ipfa mihi nota effent, quibus me 
nunc Exemplis uti videtis. Cicero de Sene@. Edit. Grev. p. 406. 


* Quid jucundius Senectute flipata ftudiis Juventutis? 7d. 408. 


> Que funt igitur Epularum, aut Ludorum, aut Scortorum vo- 
luptates cum his voluptatibus comparande. Jd. p. 425™ 
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rub off the Ruft, and to iweetren the Sournefs and 
“lorofencls of old Age; give it fomething of the 
Life and Gaiety of Youth, and make good the Ob- 
tervation, That as nothing is more agreeable in a 
voung Man than a little of the Serioufnels and Gravi- 
ty of Age, fo nothing is more lovely and amiable in 
an old one than fomewhat of the Spirit and Vivacity 
of Youth. Forthefe Reafons, I hope, Sir, you will 
not refufe now and then to admit and infert in your 
Journals fome lighter Effays, fome Fruits of leifure 


fHfours and Unbendings of the Thoughts from graver 


and teverer Studies. ; 
Lam, Sir, &c. 


To the Reverend, &c. &c. &c. 


T is the Obfervation of the Roman Hiftorian, that 

molt Nations have been apt to mingle Truth and 
Falfhood in their Hiftories, to fet off their Originals, 
and illuftrate their Pedigrees. Whether this might 
proceed from a certain Pride and Vanity to exceed 
their Neighbours in point of Antiquity, or was at 
firft fec up and encourag’d by politick Princes and 
Governors to animate their People to great and gene- 
rous Adtions, and to engage them to tread in the 
Steps, and imitate the Virtues of their fuppofed An- 
ceftors, T will not here make it my Bufinefs to ens 
quire. Burt of all the ancient Nations, there is not 
one for which the Moderns have fhewn more Par- 
tiality, and been more willing to derive their Origi- 
nals from, than the Zrojars. This may feem won- 
derful enough, fince if we compare them with the 
Greeks, we fhall find them in all refpeéts very much 
inferior to their Enemies. "Ths certain the Trojans 
had the worle both in the Caufe and the Succefs of 
that long, tedious, and bloody War. They had been 
the firlt Aggreffors, had taken the Part of a Prince, 
who had been guilty of the greateft Piece of Inju- 
itice, and drawn their Swords in a moft unwarranta- 


ble 
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ble Quarrel in the Defence of Rape and Adultery: 
Then as to the Event and Succels of the War, they 
were conquer’d in the End, and faw their Town mt- 
ferably. burnt and deftroy’d by the Greeks. And yet 
cis for this unjuft, this vangquith’d People, that later 
Nations have fhewn the greatett Efteem and Regard ; 
which they have carried fo far, that not content to 
admire their Actions and Feats of War, they have 
endeavoured to graft themfelves upon their Stock, and 
to derive their Original from them. The French Wrt- 
ters were the firft that gave into this Piece of Vanity, 
by tracing their Defcent from *Francus the Son of 
Heéfor, who, they fay, landed in Gaz/, conquer’d the 
Country, fet up his Empire there, and gave the Peo- 
ple the Name of Frazks, inftead of that of Gaul by 
which they were call’d before. This Zrithemius re- 
lates from one Alunnibald, who liv’d in the Time of 
Clovis, whom Mr. Camden, in the punning Wit of 
that Age, calls a bald Writer, fabled and feign’d, and 
of no manner of Credit and Authority. After the 
Invention of this Story, the Britons, not willing to 
yield in their Defcent and Original to the French, fet 
up alike Claim, and invented juft fuch a Story. The 
firft Author of this Romance was Jeffry of Alonmouth, 
who writes, that Brutus, Son of Silvius the Son of 
Aineas, and Brother to 4/canius, having kill’d his Fa- 
ther accidentally in hunting, ted to Greece, refcued 
many Trojans that were in Slavery there; then failing 
for England, which at that time was called //bion, 
and inhabited with a Race of Giants, landed at Zor- 
ne[sin Devonfoire, overcame and deftroyed them, and 
fetting up his Empire there, cali’d the Country Bri- 
tain from his Name. Mr. Camden has long fince ta- 
ken this Story and imaginary Original to task; and 
from the Uncertainty of Hiftory before the firft O- 
A 3 lympiad, 

dhore, beeen T fereale, nar eagih? tid sat tove the Git die 
it is impoffible to do it without cineiiieaadndinie na ; —— 
y preferring them 


to the Latin Writers) us’d to fay, by way of Jeft, That as he was 
cetcended from Francis, he had a natural Averfion for the Greeé:. 
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lympiad, and alfo from the Silence of Ce/ar, Tacitus, 
Gildas and Bede, who have carefully enquired into the 
Original of the Britcus, has proved almoft to a De- 
monftration, that it is all a mere Fable and the For- 
gery of that Romantick Writer to gratify his Coun- 
trymen. The Wel/fh have alfo put in their Claim 
for this kind of Antiquity, as defcending from Camber 
a Troan Prince, who, they fay, landed there, and 
having conquer’d the Natives, called the Country by 
his Name; and laftly, the brave Corni/b Men have 
traced their. Pedigree from Corineus, who they fay, 
coming from Zroy with Brutus, encountred Gogmagog 
and other Giants, and called the Country Cornwall, 
from his Name. Notions and Traditions which are 
like to laft as long as Men are willing to be deceiv’d, 
and loth to part with the 





Mentis gratifimus Error ; 


that is, as long as the World endures. Some learned 
Men have entertained the fame Opinion of zeas’s 
coming into /ta/y, and fetting up his Kingdom there ; 
and looked upon it as a downright Fable, and the In- 
vention of the Romans to illuftrate their Original, by 
deriving from that Trojan Hero. The learned Bo- 
chartus in a Letter to Mr. Segrais, the French Tran- 
flator of Virg7], has endeavour’d to difprove this Tra- 
dition, and, as he faith, to overthrow the whole Plan 
and Foundation of the 4ineis. This his Affertion he 
grounds upon a Paflage in Homer, at the 2oth Book, 
. ¥. 307. where Neptune prophefies, that after the De- 
itruction of Zroy, AZneas his Children and his Pofte- 
rity fhould reign over the * Zrajans._ Some Criticks, 
out of Concern for the Honour of Rome, and Re- 
gard to the Credit of Virgil, have endeavoured to 
reconcile this feeming Difference between the two 
Poets, by fuppofing that Zxeas did a€tually come in- 

. to 

5 Nov 4 dv Alverao Gin Teaco dvare 
Kal ta dts wakdup Tebkay maTimors wore. 
L. 20. v. 307. 
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to Italy; and after he had fettled his Son A/canius 
there, return’d into fa, and reigned over the Zyo- 
jans. But befides that it is not likely that Prince 
fhould forfake a Kingdom he had juft {et up, and re- 
turn to a deftroyed and miferable Place, there is not 
the Jeaft Ground and Authority for this Piece of Hi- 
ftory. Others have thought there was a Fault in the 
Text of AHfomer, and that the true Reading was not 
Tedecsww but auvreaw dvdger. This Bochartus faith is ta- 
king an unwarrantable Liberty with the Writings of 
the Ancients; and that if fuch a Licenfe is once al- 
low’d, there is an End of the Credit and Authority 
of their Writings. But, with Submiffion to that ve- 
ry learned Man, this various Reading is not without 
fome Foundation. For, as Mr. Barnes * obferves up- 
on the place, ’tis certain the Pafiage was fo read in 
fome ancient Copies: and what renders it more likely, 
is, that it exaétly tallies and agrees with two Vertes in 
Virgil, which feem to be a literal Imitation of the 
Words of Homer. 


Hic Domus Aince cunttis dominabitur evis, 
Et Nati Natorum, (8 qui nafcentur ab illis. 
4 aq f, 
Aineid. L, 3. Y- §7- 


So that ’tis not unlikely that Mdvzsasv was the true 
and genuine Reading, or at Jeaft that it was that of 
the Copy which Virgil made ufe of. But granting 
Homer had written tpdeanv as it ftands inthe prefent E- 
ditions, I do not fee why it fhould difprove the coming 
of AEneas into Jtaly, or fubvert the Foundation of 
that noble Poem; fince Neptune in his Prophecy (and 
‘tis the Nature of Prophecies, you know, to be dark 
and ambiguous) might mean that eas would rule 
over the Zrojans in another Country, tho’ not at Zyoy. 
This was long fince the Opinion of Diony/ius Hali- 
carnaffeus, one of the beft Criticks and judicious 

A 4 Writers 

© Pro Tedeony tamen Mdyz7eony legebatur; unde Virgilius, 
Hic Domus Zener, &c. Vide Barnes in locum. 
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Writert among the Ancients. ‘To which Bochartus 
replies, that he wrote this to make his Court to the 
Romans, and to compliment 4uguflus, under whofe 
Empire he lived. ‘This feems to bear hard upon that 
curious Searcher into Antiquity, who, I make no 
doubt, had fome ancient Writers for his Vouchers. 
This Tradition of Zxeas’s coming to Italy (however 
it might be grounded) proved once of great Benefit 
to the Inhabitants of Acarnania, who, after the Death 
of Alexander Son of Pyrrbus King of Epirus, fearing 
the Atolians would make War ’ againit them; fent 
Ambafladors to /taly to implore the Affiftance of the 
Roman Senate; and to engage it to gratify their Re- 
queft, alledged that they were the only Province of 
Greece that had not fent ° Ships and Succours againft 
their Anceftors the Trojans. ‘Their Plea was allowed 
to be juft, their Requeft was granted, and an Embaf- 
fy was fent to the A/olians to order’cm to defilt from 
their intended War. ‘This happen’d in the s12th 
Year of Rome, aud 200 Years before the Axeis was 
written. But Tradition was not fo favourable to the 
People of 7thaca, who, when they expoftulated with 
Agathocles King of Sicily for plundering their Coun- 
try, and driving away their Cattle, were anfwered, 
What he had done was only by way of Reprifal for 
Ulyffes’s driving away the Sheep of the Sicilians, and 
alfo blinding their Shepherd. The fame Prince, when 
the Inhabitants of Corcyra complained to him for in- 
vading their Country, told ’em it was becaufe their 

Ancettors 

7 See Bay/e’s Dictionary, Article Acarnania. 

8 Strate indeed has prov’d by the Catalogue of Ships, that their 
Alleeations were falfe; and fhewn that the Acarzanians furnifhed 
their Quota of Men and Ships in that famous Expedition, though 

omer has only pointed out their Country, and not called em by 
their Name. ‘* Demonftravimus (/e7th he) in recenfione Navium 
** Grecarum, Acarnanas quoq; inter eos numerari, qui Expeditio- 
** ni ad Hlium interfuerint. Strabo, Edit. Cafaub. p. 361. This, 
however, may ferve to fhew it was a very ancient Tradition, and 
vas thought then fo weil grounded and juft, that it procured thar 
Nation the Favour and Protection of the Romans, and fecur’d ié 
from a War they had reafon to fear was coming upon them. 





Art. 1. for July 1737. 9 
Anceftors had received U/yfes in their Ifland. But 
the moft ridiculous Meflage of this Kind was that 
which Mahomet the Great tent to Pope Pius the Se- 
cond, who affifted the Greeks againtt the Turks, tel- 
ling him, he wonder’d the Romans thould make War 
again{t him, fince they had both the fame Original, 
and were engaged in Honour to revenge the Death 
of their Countryman Heéfor upon their common E:ne- 
my the Greeks. 

Thus fiGiitious Wrongs, faith Monficur ® Baye, in- 
vented by the Poets, have fometimes been made to a- 
pologize for real ones. But to return to the Paflage 
of Homer: The Ambiguity of the Word is fo tar 
from difproving this Tradition, that it rather feems to 
be an Argument for it: It being, as I faid before, 
the Nature of Prophecies to be deliver’d in a dark, 
obfcure, and intricate manner. So that upon the 
whole, [ cannot think that a dubious Expreflion, and 
the fingle Teftimony of Strabo ought to bear down 
the Evidence of fo many ancient Writers, who have 
tranfmitted this to Pofterity as Truth. But fuppofing, 
after all, the Objection of Bochartus to be juft, al- 
lowing that Axeas really never came into Jtaly, bur 
remain’d in his own Country, and reigned over the 
Trojans there, (which I find is Mr. Pope’s Opinion, 
for which I can’t but fay he gives very good Reafons, 
and every body knaws that Gentieman never gave a 
bad one in his Life) [ do not fee why this fhou’d re- 
fle& upon Virgil, derogate from his Merit, or deftroy 
the Foundation of that noble Poem. For granting 
only that there was fuch a Tradition among the Ro- 
mans, this {ure was Ground enough for him to build 
upon, tho’ there was no manner of Truth in the Sto- 
ry. Now that there was fuch a Report, is plain from 
the Teftimonies of Levy, Dionyfius Ffalicarnaffeus , 
and other Hiftorians; and from the Inftance [ have 
piven of the Acarnanians, who, 200 Years before 
Virgil wrote, infifted upon it, and by vertue of it ob- 

tain’d 

% Bayles Dictionary, ibid, 
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tain’d the Favour and Protection of the Senate of 
Rome. This, I fay, was Foundation enough for Vir- 
gil to build his Poem upon, tho’ the Story had been 
entirely falfe, and there never had been {uch a Man as 
ZEneas in the World; fince I believe no body would 
have the worfe Opinion of a fine Poem or Play, be- 
caule they are grounded upon the Stories of a Brutus, 
a King Lear, or Prince Arthur, though he was fure 
there never were fuch Perfons in Britain. The fame 
thing, I believe, may be faid of the great Outcry 
that has been raifed by fome Criticks againft Virgil 
for the Enifode of Dido, which he has inferted into 
his Poem; for which he is charged with two confi- 
derable Faults: 1/7, For bringing two Perfons toge- 
ther upon the Scene, who lived at the Diftance of 
near 400 Years. 2d/y, For blafting the Honour and 
Reputation of a virtuous Princels, who for Modefty 
and Chaftity wds the Pattern of her Sex, and the 
Glory of her Age; and who (if we may believe Zer- 
tullian}) chofe to fling herfelf into the Fire, rather 
than to wed a fecond time, and to marry the King 
of Mauritania, who follicited her to it. ‘The Friends 
and Favourers of Vzrg:/ have taken pains to clear him 
of thefe two Accufations; but I cannot think it was 
purely the Poet’s own Invention. I make no doubt 
but there was fuch a Report and Tradition among 
the Romanus, who, as they were jealous of the Power 
and Greatnefs of the Carthaginians, were ready to 
believe any thing that might blaft or difcredit them, 
and caft a Slur and Blemith upon the Foundfefs of 
their State. In fuch a Cafe, you know, Sir, Que 
volumus facile credimus. Every thing that reflects up- 
on an Enemy is fure to be readily {wallowed and be- 
lieved. Thus Socrates ufed to fay, Nothing was fo 
eafy at Athens as to commend the Greeks, and revile 
and abule the Perfiaus. As this is purely a Conjecture 
of my own, I will give it you as fuch without laying 
a greater Strefs upon it than ic will bear. But allow- 
ing the full of the Charge, I mean that it was entire- 

ly 


+ Dido maluit uri quam nubere. Tertullian, 
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ly the Invention of Virgil, 1 cannot help faying with 
the Poet, 


Si non erraffet fecerat ille minus=—- 


And that as this Epifode is fo full of Beauties and 
Graces, and gives fuch a lively Image of the human 
Paffions, it would have been a thouland pities if the 
Poet had not indulged his Fancy, and taken this Li- 
cenfe, tho’ there had been no manner of Foundation 
for it. 

Before I part with Virgil, I beg leave to fend you 
another Criticifm that was lately made upon him ina 
Company where I was. A Gentleman pulling his 
Poem out of his Pocket, turn’d to the paffionate 
Speech of Dido to the Trojan Prince, who was going 
to forfake her, and pitching upon thefe two Verfes, 


Huinetiam hyberno Moliris fidere Claffem 
Et mediis properas Aquilonibus ire per altum. 


faid, he wondred fo judicious a Writer as Virgil fhou’d 
fhow fuch Ignorance in point of Geography, and the 
Situation of Countries, as to make eas {ail from 
Africk to Italy with a Northerly Wind that blew di- 
rectly againft them. 


Et mediis properas Aquilonibus, €?c. 


I replied, that we ought to be very cautious and dif- 
fident of ourfelves, when we caft fuch Refle&tions 
upon ancient Writers; efpecially fuch a one as Virgil, 
who has ever been allow’d to be the Prince of the 
Roman Poets, and for fo many Ages has had the E- 
ficem and Veneration of the Learned World, left 
fuch rafh and hafty Cenfures fhould feverely retuin 


and recoil upon ourfelves. I was going to proceed, 


when one of the Company faid, he thought the Ob- 
jection might be eafily anfwer’d by a very comm. n 
Figure of Rhetorick, the taking the Genus for the 


Species ; 





eee — et ne en ae ~ 
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Species; fo that 4guilonibus would fignify no more 
than ftormy and tempeftuous Weather, or any boi- 
{terous and violent Wind from whatfoever Corner it 
might blow; a Figure which, he faid, was very 
common in the ancient Writers. This, I remember, 
is the Solution Mr. Bayle gives fomewhere of this 
Difficulty; I think it is in his //forical Dictionary. 
But as the words /7/ybcrno fidere, in the Verfe that im- 
mediately precedes, feems to imply the very fame, 
this would look like a Tautology and needlefs Repe- 
tition in Virgil, a Fault we cannot fuppofe that great 
and judicious Writer to be guilty of. The next Per- 
fon that fpoke, faid, that Dido, being in a Fit of 
Paffion, and befides herfelf, might not confider what 
fhe faid; and that the Poet might make her {peak in 
that manner, to humour her Anger, and exprefs the 
Violence of the Paffion fhe was in. A third Man 
went a fhorter way to work, and folved the Difficul- 
ty with very great Eafe, faying, the Poet made ufe 
of the word Aguilonitus for his own Eafe and the fake 
of the Metre, and becaufe he could not find any 
word, nor the Name of any other Wind that could 
fo conveniently come into the Meafure of his Verfe. 
This, you fee, Sir, is zodum fecare non folvere, and is 
fuch an Anfwer as does not deferve any ferious Reply. 
But I think there is no need of any of thefe Soluti- 
ons to fave the Credit of the Poet; and to remove 
the Objection, and that the giving it its full Force, 
allowing the Situation of 4/rica and Jtaly as it ttands, 
and taking guifonibus in the moft ftriét and rigid 
Senfe it will bear, wiil rather prove a Beauty than a 
Blemifh, and add force and Energy to the Words of 
Dido. The Senfe of which will then be this; Cruel 
Man, you are in fuch a hurry to go, fo eager to for- 
fake me, and to depart my Dominions, that you will 
ft out your Fleet in the worft moft tempeftuous 
Weather, and are refolved to fail, while the Wind is 
juft at North, full in your Face, and dire€tly againft 
you. This, Sir, I conceive not only removes the 
teeming Difficulry, bur fets the Matter in a jufter 
3 Light, 
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Light, better expreffes the Eagernefs of the Hero to 
depart, and gives Strength to the Reproaches of that 
unhappy Princefs. As I havenoN otes by me upon 
Virgil, but thofe in U/um Delphini, and a few of Ko- 
hert Stevens’s at the End of his 8vo Edition, I cannot 
tell what other learned Men have faid upon this Paf- 
fage. I wonder Mr. Dryden, who has obliged the 
World with fo fine a Tranflation of Virgil, and who 
was as judicious a Critick as he was an excellent 
Poet, has taken no notice of this Difficulty; for he 
pafles over it Pede ficco, and following the common 
Track, renders the Paffage thus: 


Even when the wintry Winds command your Stay, 
You dave the Tempeft, and defy the Sea. 


Since the writing of thefe Remarks, I find a learn- 
ed * Man has publithed a Differtation upon the com- 
ing of A2neas into taly. Not having feen that Piece, 
I cannot judge what Arguments he has brought to 
fupport this Opinion. If I could have got a Sight 
of it, it might perhaps have been the better for us 
both; might have faved me the trouble of writing, 
and you, Sir, that of reading of this long, and, L 
fear very tedious, Letter; of which I fhall only fay, 
as Tully does to his Friend Atticus: He-nuge, fateor, 
non fevenda, fed tu (amice) ut foles, femper obfequere. 


Lam, Sir, &c. 


* Theod. Rickins de adventu AEnex in Italiam. 
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The Moral Philofopher. In a Dialogue detween 
Philalethes a Chriftian Deift, and T heopha- 
nes a Chriftian Jew. Jn which the Grounds 
and Reafins of Religion in general, and parti- 

cularly 
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cularly of Chriftianity, as diftinguifh'd from 
the Religion of Nature; the different Methods 
of conveying and propofing moral Truths fo the 
Mind, and the neceffary Marks or Criteria on 
which they muft all equally depend ; the Nature 
of pofitive Laws, Rites and Ceremonies, and 
how far they are capable of Proof as of ftand- 
ing, perpetual Obligation; with many other 
Matters of the utmoft Confequence in Religzon, 
are fairly confidered and debated, and the Ar- 
guments on both Sides impartially reprefented. 
London: Printed for the Author, 1737. 8vo. 


Pag. 450. 


HE Author of thefe Sheets having a good O- 
pinion of his own Defign in them; thinking 
he has a Right to treat his own Subjeét in his own 
Way; and being willing to allow others the fame 
Liberty, is not difpofed to ask Pardon for what he 
has faid inthem. He takes it for granted that fome 
will exclaim at him; but he feems very confident that 
no rational and fober Perfons can be guilty of fo do- 
ing. 
The Foundation of this Work was, as we are told, 
laid many Years ago, in the Conferences of a Society 
or Club of Gentlemen in the Country, who met once 
a Fortnight, with an Intention of entering impartial- 
ly into the Confideration of the Grounds and Princi- 
ples of Religion in general, and particularly of Chii- 
{tianity as a Revelation diftin& from the Religion of 
Nature. The Refult of thefe Debates was a Set of 
Conclufions, which are the Principles of this Book ; 
and which we fhall here recite, in order to give the 
Reader at once a general Idea of it. 
1. * The moral Truth, Reafon and Fitnefs of A&i- 
* ons is founded in the natural and neceflary Relati- 
“* ons of Perfons and Things, antecedent to any po- 
* fitive Will or Law, and thercfore cannot be alter- 
* ed 
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ed by any pofitive Will, Law or Authority what- 
foever. 

2. * The moral Truth, Reafon, or Fitnefs of this, 
is the only certain Mark or Criterion of any Do- 
étrine as coming from God, or as making any Part 
of true Religion. 

. “ The extraordinary Gifts and Powers in the A- 
poftolick Age were never confin’d or annex’d to 
any moral Character, but the falfe Prophets and 
Teachers had them as well as the true; and there- 
fore there was the fame Reafon and Neceffiry for 
Mens examining and trying all Doctrines and all 
Pretenfions to Prophecy, by the moral Truth, 
Reafon and Fitnefs of Things then as now. 

4. * Infallibility and Impeccability are the fole 
Prerogative and peculiar Attributes of God. Every 
Being not Omnifcient mutt be liable to, or capable 
of Error, and every wilful or voluntary Error in 
moral Conduét is faulty or finful; and confequent- 
ly the extraordinary Gifts and Powers fo common 
in the Apoftolick Age, did not make Men infalli- 
ble or impeccable, as they did not deftroy natural 
Liberty or free Agency; but they who were en- 
dued with them might make either a good or bad 
Ufe of them, as much as of any natural Faculties 
or Talents. 
sy. The Doétrines and Obligations of moral Truth 
and Righteoufnefs may be conveyed and propofed 
to the Mind in feveral different Ways; viz. by 
Reafon in the natural ordinary Ufe of our Facul- 
ties; by Infpiration, or immediate perfonal Reve- 
lation from God; or, laftly, by authentick Tefti- 
mony from thofe who were thus originally enlight- 
ned, and fupernaturally affifted. But in which fo- 
ever of thefe Ways the Doctrines may be conyey- 
ed and propofed, the Religion is ftill the fame, and 
its Evidence or Proof the fame; namely, the mo- 
ral Truth, Reafonablenefs and Fitnefs of the Do- 
Ctrines themlelves, as appearing to the Underftand- 
ing, upon a fair, impartial Confideration and Judg- 
** ment 
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¢‘ ment of Reafon. If this be not allowed, there 
“© can be no true or certain Marks or Bounds of Re- 
‘ ligion, but the grofleft Errors and moft diabolical 
¢ Delufions might be received as divine Truths.” 

Thefe, as our Author fays,; were Principles upon 
which the Gentlemen aforementioned proceeded in 
their Debates and Enquiries. In this Performance he 
has taken the Liberty of reprefenting them, indeed in 
his own Way, tho’, as he aflures us, with very little 
Variation from the Method in which the Argument 
was at firft managed and carried on. ‘The Method 
that is here made ufe of, is fuch as forbids any regu- 
lar Epitome of the Work; a general Notion of which 
may, as I have faid, be form’d from the foregoing 
Propofitions; but to let the Reader into a more ex- 
plicite View of the Author’s Defign in it, which he 
thinks fo good as to need no body’s Pardon, I fhall 
here fubjoin a few Sketches of the chief Doétrines he 
has therein recommended. 

One is, the Infufficiency of the Sacred Writings 
for our {nitruction in the Will of God. He afferts, 
“© that the Books of the Old and New Teftament are 
“ dark, indiitiné&t and unintelligible; not to be eafi- 
“¢ ly underftood by Men of Honeity and Integrity, 
«© with a common Capacity and Attention. Nay, 
“¢ the moft learned, impartial and diligent Enquirers, 
*¢ after all their Pains and Refearches, are not able to 
* come to an Agreement about the moft important 
“ Points of mere Revelation. None of the Do- 
“¢ étrines of Revelation therefore can be fundamental 
*¢ or neceflary, becaufe Miftakes about them are ea- 
“¢ fily made, and may be unavoidable; nay, no Man 
“© can ever be certain that he underftands the true de- 
“¢ terminate Senie of the Holy Ghoft, or the infpired 
** Writers, concerning fuch fupernatural Truths and 
© Doctrines which are deiivered inambiguous Terms.” 
When all this is proved by a laborious Induétion, our 
Author infers from it, that the Bible does not include 
any revealed Religion: for thus he fays, * But is it 
*¢ not ftrange that God fhould reveal a Religion as of 
« any 


~ 


- 








p= Ff CP 





Art. 2. for July 1737. 17 
© any Necefity or U/e to Mankind, which is not to 
“ be under{tood in any one certain determinate Senfe ? 
«© —This furely could not in any Propriety of Speech 
© be called a Religion. — And this fhews how much 
“ the word Religion is abufed, whenever it is appli- 
“ ed ro fuch abftraé&t, intricate and mere fpeculative 
“6 Points, which Men may believe or not believe, or 
* not think of at all, withouc affecting their moral 
¢ Character.” 

The next thing our Author attempts to perfuade 
us of, is, That there is no Connection or Harmony 
between the two Teftaments; or, That the Law was 
no way typical of the Gotpel. He treats the Sup- 
pofition of any Agreement as quite ludicrous, as 
“© what may give entire Satisfaction, and appear per- 
“ feély juft and beautiful to Men oi deep Difcern- 
“ ment and Penetration; yet it muft, as he imagines, 
© be a little puzzling to vulgar Underitandings.” In 
the Profecution of this Point, after juftifying his Ri- 
dicule of ir, he difcuffes this grand Queftion, ‘* Whe- 
“© ther the pofitive and ceremonial Law of Mo/es was 
“© originally a divine Inftitution, to be afterwards fu- 
“¢ fuperfeded by another Revelation; or, Whether it 
“6 was from the firft a mere Piece of worldly carnal 
“ Policy?” It is the latter Part of the Queflion he 
maintains. 

I think he has drawn up a fair Summary of what 
may be urged on the oppofite Side of it. In the 
Courfe of his Difquifition he offers to prove, that Sr. 
Paul’s Sentiments of the Levitical Law were the fame 
as his. In order hereunto, he confiders the different 
Senfes wherein the word Law is made ufe of by that 
Apoftle; and afferts, that whenever he mentions it 
with diminutive Epithets, he means by it the Moral 
Law delivered by Mo/es; not as compared with any 
more perfect Inftitution, but abfoluiely, as in every 
Acceptation weak and infufficient to enforce, or fe- 
cure a State of inward, real Virtue or Rignteoufnefs, 
with regard to God and Confcience. And tiat when 
he fpeaks of the Law in a and coatemptu- 

ous 
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ous Terms, he intends by it the whole ritual Syftem 
of the Fewifh Legiflator: Neither of which there- 
fore could be fuppofed by him to be of God, being 
entirely unworthy of him. And that when he pro- 
nounces the Law to be right and good, he means 
neither of the foregoing, but the Law of Nature. 
Inthe next place our Author afhrms, that **no Reafon 
‘© or Foundation is to be found in all the Writings of 
“¢ Mo/es, or his Commentators the Prophets, for that 
“ typical, figurative and allegorical Senfe of the le- 
“¢ pal Priefthood, Sacrifices and Ceremonies, which 
“© St. Paul fuppofes and argues upon in his Reafon- 
“ ings againft the Fews, in order to fet afide this 
‘¢ Priefthood, and the Law of Ceremonies depending 
“¢ upon it, as fulfilled and accomplifhed in Chrift.” 
And whereas this Affertion feems direétly to ftrike 
at the Character of the Apoftle, whom it makes a 
very inconfiftent and injudicious Writer, and confe- 
quently at his Authority as an infpired one: he goes 
on, after enforcing what he had before faid concern- 
ing St. Paul’s Opinion of the Fewi/h Law being the 
fame as his, to account for his Conduét in this Parti- 
cular, which feems fo unfuitable to fuch a Notion. 
He pretends that the ews were unacquainted with 
any myftical allegorical Senfe of their original Books 
till the Time of Ezra, when it was firft introduced, 
and with it the Doctrines of the Conflagration of the 
World, the general Refurreétion and Judgment of 
good and bad Men, anda confequent, future State of 
Rewards and Punifhments; and all under the pre- 
tence of oral Tradition from Mo/es; that from 
thenceforth the Fews went all into that Scheme, and 
that St. Paul, (the fame he fays of Chrift) without 
taking it to be a right one, or ever entering into the 
Merits of it, only made ufe of it as the beft Ground 
he could go upon with that People, to argue them 
out of Conceit with a flavifh Difpenfation, and to 
recommend to them a better. 
The Profecution of this Point carries our Author 
anto a long Detail of the Aéts and Behaviour of the 
Apoftle, 
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Apoftle, in which Reprefentation he has given him 
much of the Appearance of a cunning Temporizer : 
and indeed this is an Impuration that he feems to al- 
low of; tho’ upon Recollection, as it were, he after- 
wards applies himfelf to obviate it, and to evince, that 
that great Teacher always acted upon fteady uniform 
Principles. In ftating this matter, he very liberally 
gives up all.the other Apoftles, Prophets and Preach- 
ers of that Age (except Timothy) as a Parcel of mi- 
{taken People, fond of a ‘* wretched Scheme of Su- 
“ perftition, Blindnefs and Slavery, contrary to all 
“ Reafon and common Senfe ; and this under the {pe- 
“ cious, popular Pretence of a Divine Inftitution and 
“6 Revélation from God.” | 

This leads him to declare, ** That there wag tot in 
¢ the apoftolicalTimes any Pretence toa Spirit or Holy 
“© Ghoft, that made Men either infallible or impec- 
“ cable, that fet Men above the Poffibility of erring 
“° or being deceived themfelves, as to the inward 
“ Judgment, or of deceiving others in the outward 
“© Sentence and Declaration of that Judgment.” The 
Apoftles, he fays, never claimed any fuch Privilege, 
and according to him fuch a Claim would have been 
wild and impudent. He proceeds to fhew, “ That 
“© Miracles are no Evidences of found Doétrine in 
“© the Worker. That nothing can be a Revelation 
6 to any but by immediate Communication from 
“ God.” He denies “* That an original, divine 
*¢ Teftimony can be conveyed to us by a human Te- 
“¢ ftimony.” Or, That “7 rational Proof can be 
“ given of a Command or Law from God, where 
“* God himfelf does not fpeak to the Perfon dire€tly.”” 
Thefe are Points of fingular Importance to our Au- 
thor’s Defign, and he labours ftrenuoufly to gain 
them; for with thefe in his Poffeffion the whole Bi- 
ble is at his Mercy, and he can difpofe of Chriftiani- 
ty as he pleafes. 

Accordingly, when he has, as he imagines, effectu- 
ally fecured them, he gives us his Definition of Chri« 
{tianity, which he takes to be * that moft compleat 
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“© and perfect Scheme of moral Truth and Righteouf- 
“ nefs, which was firft preach’d to the World by 
‘© Chrift and his Apoftles, and from them conveyed 
“ down to us under its own Evidence of immutable 


¢ Reétitude, Wifdom and Reafon.” This Defini- 


er 


tion, as he imagines, takes in all that 1s effential to 


Chrittianiry. The Notion of Miracles being Evi- 
dences of it he explodes, and looks upon them as no 
other way ferviceable thereto, ‘* than as Means of 
‘© awakening the Attention of the People to confider 
“ its Doétrines when they are propofed, and as mo- 
‘© yal Proofs ( when of a ufeful and beneficent Kind) 
“< that the Performers can have no Defigns againft 
‘© them, but muft upon the whole intend their :eal 
‘© Intereft and Welfare.” 

Our Author afterwards proceeds to abolifh the falfe 
Opinions, which even the Proteftant Clergy, as he 
fays, have propagated for their own peculiar Advan- 
tage, concerning the two Sacraments, and the Death 


_ of Chrift, as a Propitiation or vicarious Sacrifice for 


the Sins of the World. He allows there is nothing 
in thefe Doétrines as contained and taught in the New 
‘Feftament, but what may be admitted as reafonable, 


_when they are once rightly underftood; but ther he 


infinuates that when they are, their Appearance will 
be very different from the Drefs impofed upon them 
by the Ecclefiafticks. He maintains, * That the Sa- 
‘* craments were only temporary or occafional things, 
“* and never intended as ftanding, immutable Laws of 
“ Chriftianity. That Chrift never made any Satif- 
*¢ faction to God on our Account at all. That thofe 
“* Paflages in the New Teftament whereon this Do- 


-“ &rine has been built, are only figurative, metapho- 
_™ vical and allegorical Expreflions, made ufe of by 
_* St. Paul in his Epiftles, in compliance with his 


* Countrymen the Jews Prejudices in favour of their 
‘* f.aw, and their Attachment to the Terms and 
“© Phrafes of it; hoping, by cloathing the Gofpel 
“6 Scheme and Doétrines therewith, and accommoda- 
© ting them as far as poflible to their Levitical Sy- 

“ fiem, 
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“ ftem, he fhould more eafily win them to a Com- 
‘© pliance with the Chriftian Inftitution.” : 
The whole Train of our Author’s Argument upon 
thefe Heads is thoroughly feafoned with Invective a- 
gainft the Clergy, at whofe Door is laid all that grois 
Corruption of Chriftianity, in thefe momentous Ar- 
ticles, all that wicked Myftery, which he ishere with 
fo much Care and Induftry endeavouring to purge out 
and get rid of: in the Place of which be fubftitutes 
fuch a pure and eafy Account of them as muft happi-. 
ly remove all the Difficulties and Prejudices they have 
heretofore been clog’d with, orliableto. I can’t {o well 
exemplify this inthe Cafe of the Satisfaction of Chrift, 
which he has protracted a confiderable Length, com- 
prifing in his Differtation thereupon the whole Do- 
ccrine of the Fewi/o Law concerning Sacrifices, and 
Atonement by Blood, as likewife what different Par-. 
ties of Chriftians teach of our Redemption, or De- 
liverance from the Power of Sin and Satan by the 
Death of Chrift, (che genuine Ends and Purpofes of 
which amazing Cataftrophe he alfo infifts on); but 
it will be evident by a few Sketches of what he fays 
regarding Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, which he 
handles more briefly: ** It muft be obferved then, 
** that both the Sacraments, as we now call them, 
*° were civil Ufages or national Cuftoms among the 
«¢ ews in our Saviour’s Time, and all along for ma- 
*° ny, Ages before. So that Chrift did not herein ins 
“* ftitute any new Ritual or Ceremony, but thought 
“¢ fit to apply two of their ancient national Cuftoms 
** to a religious Ufe, which might be moreagreeable 
** to the Nature and Conftitution of his new Reli- 
** gion; and as it ts plain that our Saviour made no 


6c Change or Alteration in thefe national Cuftoms 
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but took them as they were, in order to our un- 


derftanding them aright, we are to confider what 
the nationa! Ufage of the Fews with refpeé tothem 
then was. Now it is certain, as to Baptifm, that 
that People baptized every Profelyte, with his 
whole Family; but-they never baptized the I{fue 
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or Pofterity of fuch, while they were born under 
the fame Difpenfation, and continued in the fame 
Faith and Profeffion. And likewife it is true, that 
in this fort of Baptifm, the Priefts or Clergy had 
nothing at all to do with the Matter; but it was 
alwavs done by the Matter or Head of the Family, 
or by any one elfe under his Authority and Dire- 
&ion.——Baptifm, therefore, as grounded upon 
the ancient Cuftom and Ufage of the ews, can 
only concern thofe who are profelyted to Chriftia- 
nity at firft, and not their Pofterity, born under the 
fame Difpenfation, and continuing in the fame Pro- 
feffion. Nor have the Clergy any thing to do 
with it. 

© And as Baptifm was not originally a Church Or- 
dinance, or any, fpecial Work of the Clergy; fo 
the fame thing will be evident of the other Sacra- 
ment, or Eucharift, ‘upon a little Confideration of 
the Nature, Original and Defign of it. It was a na- 
tional Ufage among the Fews, afterSupper, which 
was their fet Meal, to break Bifcuit round the Ta- 
ble, with which every. one prefent had his Cup of 
Wine; and as this concluded the Supper or Enter- 
tainment, it was attended with a Grace, or fhort 
Form of Thankigiving to God. Now, 
it is plain, that Chrift here when he had fup- 
ped upon the Pafcha with his Difciples, diftri- 
buted the Bifcuit and Wine exactly according to 
the common Cuftom of the Fews,—— which he 
made no Alteration in, but this, that the Thing 
fhould for the future be done in his Name, 2. e. in 
the Faith and Profefflion of his Doétrine, as his Fol- 
lowers were to do every thing elfe; and particular- 
ly, that they fhould do it in Remembrance of him 
who had died a Martyr in this Caufe, as a Seal and 
Confirmation of the Truth of it, and of his Love 





* to Mankind.” This, our Author fays, was the 
ain Matter of Fact: And he asks, Is there any thing 
here of a Church Inftitution? Any Work cut out for 


| the Clergy? Or any peculiar Action or Office refery’d 
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to them? Chrift did this as the Matter of the Family, 
or Founder of the Feaft; but not as a Bifhop, Priett 
or Clergyman. The external, elementary Parts of 
“ either of the Sacraments were not, cannot there- 
“ fore, according to the foregoing Account, be, 
6 properly fpeaking, Chriftian Inftitutions.” Our 
Author is exprefs that nothing can be fo, but what is 
efficient of moral Rectitude, and makes a Part of the 
great Rule or Law of moral Truth and Righteouf- 
nefs, whichis of eternal, unchangeable Forceand Ob- 

ligation to all rational intelligent Beings alike. 
Towards the Clofe of his Harangue on the Topic 
of Sacrifices, intended for fettling a true Notion of 
the Satisfaction of Chrift, we have a moft amufing 
Epifode, containing a Reprefentation of fome great 
and weighty Events and Tranfactions, whereot the 
facred Writings (where they are recorded) exhi- 
bic very different Ideas. According to this, one 
muft fuppofe, that a Race of Men exifted here, 
before that Apoftafy from God which we call the 
Fall; and, as if the Writer himfelf had been one of 
thofe Pre-Adamites, he very diftin&ly fhews, what 
the State of Philofophy and Religion was among tt 
them. Next he gives us a Profpecé of the divine Go- 
vernment, as exercifed over the angelic Hierarchy, 
before the Revolt of any of thofe Spirits; and then, 
as particular and confident a Relation of the Rebellion 
of Lucifer, Satan, and their Adherents, as if he had 
been one of the chief of the Party, and admitted in- 
to their moft fecret Confultations. After this he tells 
us of an eternal immutable Law, which was enaéted 
in Heaven immediately upon the Defeat of thofe ce- 
leftial Rebels, ** That no Petition fhould ever be 
** heard or accepted for the future, but what fhould 
** come immediately from the Petitioner himfelf.” 
Then, the conquered and ejected Angels being detru- 
ded, and doomed to live as Exiles upon this wretched 
Earth, he fets forth their Behaviour, the Converfa- 
tion they had with Men, their vain and arrogant Pre- 
tenfions, and falfe Infinuations, whereby they fatally 
deceived our Species, and feduced them to join in 
4 their 
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their Sedition, and to receive and obey them as Gods, 
in the Place of their undoubted Lord and rightful So- 
vereign. This brings us to the Origin of Idolatry, 
and we are made to fee how Mankind came by the 
Notion of Mediatorial Worfhip, and how they con- 
tracted fuch a Fondnefs of Interceffu1s as hath conti- 
nucd ever fince. 

This fine Epifode being finifhed, (which our Au- 
thor might borrow fome Hints ot from Milton, as in- 
deed it is not improbable that he has g:thered all the 
Principles of his Work, from Hobbes, Spinoza, To- 
land, Tindal, and other fuch Worthies) he refumes 
the Subjeé& of Sacrifices, which leads him to confi- 
der the primitive Condition of thofe whofe Bufinefs 
it was in the earlieft Times to offer them, and by 
what Steps they raifed them‘clves to that State of In- 
dependency on the Regal Authority which they have 
ufurp’d. The firft Inttance we have now extant of 
any fuch independent Priefthood is, as he tells ws, that 
which Fo/eph iettled and eftablifhed in Egypt. I pre- 
fume he has been furnifhed with fome choice Anec- 
dotes relating to this Affair, or he could hardly have 
given us fo minute and exact Account of that Patri- 
arch’s Proceedings in it as he has here done: They 
are an indelible Blot in his Character, for, if we re- 
gard our Author, they were bafe and wicked inthem- 
felyes, and yet worfe in their Confequences; for there- 
by, as he fays, that Country became * the Mother 
“¢ of Superftition, the Parent and Patronefs of new 
“© Gods, and the Miftrefs of Idolatry throughout the 
“© World.——- A Land of Miracles and Prodigies; 
s¢ ———- which had fuch an Effect upon the //raelites, 
*¢ in the Courfe of two hundred and ten Years, while 
“© they continued there, that nothing could influence 
“° them but Miracles; {o that they would never 
“* have taken any notice of Mo/es, if he could not 
«¢ have outdone the Egyptian Sorcerers.” 

We fhall fee the Purpofe of thefe laft Sentences 
prefently; in the meantime our Author acquaints us 
with the generous End he propofed in the Account 
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he has given of the Hierarchy in Egypt, which was 
to thew, “ how neceffarily, civil and {piritual Sla- 
“¢ very are connected, and how naturally productive 
‘6 they are of one another.” In truth, the World is 
infinitely indebted to the Gentlemen of this Writer’s 
Stamp, for their laudable Attempts to emancipate it 
from fpiritual Tyranny, under which, (thro’ the per- 
nicious Projeéts of that Fofepb, who in Complaifance 
to his Wife, that was a High Prieft’s Daughter, found- 
ed and eftablifhed Prieftcraft and Superftition) it had 
to this Day groaned, had not they ftarted up, and as 
Patrons of true Liberty fet themfelves to its Extirpa- 
tion. May they not expect the Publick will at length 
be fenfible of their.exalted Merit, of the noble and 
ufeful Tendency of their Endeavours, and put the 
Sword into their Hands, which they would, no 
doubt, wield with confummate Juftice and Prudence, 
to cut off from, the Earth thofe abject Wretches 
who fhould obftinately hug their Chains, and perfift 
in their Captivity to Revelation, Miracles, Prophecy, 
Priefthood and pofitive Inftitutions? But to return: 
Our Author having obliged us with fuch an Expli- 
cation of the Chriftian Inftitutions (as they have been 
ufually reckoned), and of the Doctrine of our Redemp- 
tion by Chrift, as lays them open to the loweft Ca- 
pacity, and deftroys at once all the clerical Impofiti- 
ons that were built on the orthodox Notions concern- 
ing them; in which good Work he had much occa- 
fion to confider the Genius and Difpofition of the 
Fews, as likewife their Conftitution and Rites: he 
now proceeds to a farther Treatment of this Subjed, 
and makes a full Difcovery of the State and Temper 
of that People under the Mo/aick OEconomy. His 
Intention in all is to enforce what he had before affert- 
ed of the Vilenefs of the Levitical Difpenfation, and 
to evince, that Chriftianity has no manner of Conne- 
ction with, or Dependence upon it; nor is itfelf that 
miraculous and fupernatural Thing, which the Bulk 
of its miftaken Votaries fancy it. There is no giv- 


ing the Reader an Abftract of this fine Difquifition, 
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for the Reafon affigned at the Beginning of this Ar- 
ticle, the Method it is wrote in forbidding it; but a 
few Paffages extracted out of it will fufficiently fhew 
that I have not mifreprefented the Defign of the Wri- 


© The J/raelites, as he fays, by their long Stay in 
*¢ Egypt, where they had feen nothing for two hun- 
*¢ dred Years together but Miracles and Prodigies, 
“¢ wrought by thofe Prieftly Magicians [ which one 
“ of their own great Anceftors had introduced and 
“¢ eftablifhed there,] were fo egyptianiz’d, that they 
“© could conceive no other way of receiving Informa- 
€ tion and Inftruétion from God.——Having Joft all 
“¢ inward Sincerity of Heart, and true Notions of 
“© God, Religion and Providence, they had nothing 
*° to depend on but Miracles, immediate Revelations, 
“© and no Salvation to expect but for the Sake of 4- 
“© brabam, Ifaac, and Facob. This was the Faith and 
* Hope of J/rael, and the imputed Righteoufnefs 
*¢ from which they looked for the Salvation of. the 
“© Lord. Nor.could Mo/es or any of their Prophets, 
“ or any Difpenfation of Providence, ever cure them 
“ of this Blindnefs, Bigotry and Enthufiafm. Now, 
“¢ under fuch a Circumftance, what could thofe 
*¢ Perfons do with this wretched People? Or how 
“¢ was it poffible to govern or influence them but in 
“ their own Way? God, therefore, for the Hard- 
“* nefs of their Hearts, gave them up to that Wick- 
*¢ ednefs and Tyranny under fuch a Di/pen/fation of 
$¢ Blindne/s and Slavery.” It is the Levitical Law 
that is here meant: But as Mo/es deliver’d this in the 
Name of the moft High, and as his Will, how are 
we to guard that Legiflator from the black Charge 
of Impofture? Nay, is not God himfelf involv’d in 
the Imputation, being every where reprefented as in- 
ftituting this Law, and even as confirming it by Mi- 
racles? How perplexing foever this may appear at firft 
Glance, our Author can very eafily bring both Mofes 
and the Deity off, and clear up this whole Matter. 
It is but adopting a Diftinttion which the fagacious 
Mr, 
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Mr. Toland wrote a Treatife to illuftrate, and fuppo- 
fing ** That Mo/es and the Prophets always writ with 
“6 a double Intention and ambiguous Conttruction. 
“© That they had a popular Senfe fuited to vulgar Ap- 
“¢ prehenfions and Prejudices; and at the fame time, 
“© another Meaning, which was the true and rational 
“ one, but to be underftood only by the wifer fort.” 
—Likewile, “* That they wrote asOrators, Poets 
“ and Dramatifts. In which way they kepr to ftri& 
“© hiftorical Truth, as to the fundamental Facts, or 
‘© principal Events; but with refpect to the Manner 
*¢ and Circumftances of Action, they took the Liberty 
* to embellifh and recommend their Subject with 
“ fuch Images as were moft agreeable to the Vulgar, 
“© and moft effectual for moving their Affections and 
“© Paffions: Thefe in all Ages have been ftrongly in- 
“¢ fluenced by Stories of Angels, Demons, Ghofts, 
“ Witches, Magicians, Dreams, Vifions, and other 
‘© fuch like fupernatural Operations: and the greateft 
«© Men in all Times and Places, have accommodated 
“¢ themfelves in great Meafure to this popular Tafte. 
“ This was what Homer did, whofe Account of the 
“© Trojan War is hiftorically true as to the principal 
6° Faéts and Perfons concern’d. But his Manner and 
“* Circumftances of Action, his miraculous Imagery 
*¢ and Poetick Ornaments are all his own, like oar 
Milton and Shake/pear. The Hiftory of the Exo- 
6© dus, and Conquett of Canaan, is written much in 
66 the fame Oratorial and Dramatick Way. For 
“¢ fhould we take this Drama in the obvious literat 
*° Senfe, we mutt fuppofe Mo/es to have been a more 
“¢ fabulous romantick Writer, than Homer, E/op, 
** Ovid, or any of the Heathen Poets and Mytho- 
© Jogifts.” 

By this time I prefume the Chriitian Reader is 
weaned from all Affectation of founding his Religion 
on the Fewi/h Law, which he muft own to be a vile 
and flavifh Conftitution, or on the Fewi/h Story which 
he has feen prov’d a Romance. If he has yet remain- 
ing any filly Notions of Chriftianity having fome Re- 
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trofpect to a Promife made unto Abraham, of all Na- 
tions of the Earth being bleft in his Seed by Z/aac, or 
to chofe which it is pretended God made unto David, 
of eftablifhing the Throne of J/rae/ for ever in his 
Family, (both which have been imagined to refer to 
our Jefus, or the Chriftian Meffiah) he may be effe- 
ually cured of them by confulting what our Author 
has here advanced on thefe Topicks. If, thro’ the 
Difficulty of divefting one’s felf of Prejudices, he 
fhould ftill conceive the Prophecies of the Old Tefta- 
ment to bea Foundation of his Faith, as to the great 
Events of the New, he will overcome this Weaknefs 
alfo, by a due Application to this falutary Fountain of 
Wifdom, where he will find it irrefragably demon- 
ftrated, ** That the Zewi/> Prophets were egyptianized 
“ as well as the People, that they were tainted with 
“© the fame Untowardnefs, grofs Ignorance, amazing 
“6 Superftition, and defperate Wickednefs, which, 
“ by both, had been in a great Meafure contracted 
“© and confirmed in Egypt; a Country which by Di- 
“¢ vine Permiflion they had enflav’d and ruin’d.—— 
“© That thefe Prophets were not infallible, nor ever 
“ believed themfelves to be fo, butaffumed that Cha- 
“© racter of being Oracles from God to the People, 
“ merely as a pious Fraud, in compliance with the 
“© fuperftitious Inclinations of the Populace: and were, 
“ in fhort, a Set of Time-fervers and Liars:” All 
which is confirm’d by an ample hiftorical Induction 
of Facts, in which the Zewi/h Nation was concern’d, 
from the Days of Mo/es, to the Extinétion of the Pro- 
phetick Spirit among{t that People. 

This is the Portrait our Author draws of the Fun- 
ction in general; but there were fome particular Men 
of it, who for above two thoufand Years have been 
in the higheft Veneration amongit the Hews, the 
Chriftians, and eventhe Mahometans, whom he, how- 
ever, ftigmatizes as a parcel of confummate Villains. 
Thefe are Samuel, Elifba and Elijab. The firft of 
thefe fet up the School of the Prophets; an Inftitu- 
tion which he feems to approve of, and is as explicit 
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in defcribing the Method of Education therein, as if 
he had been brought up himfelf upon the Foundation. 
He owns it was calculated for the Reftoration of 
Learning and Virtue. But whatever Merit Samuel 
might acquire by fo wife and ufeful an Appoint- 
ment, this impartial Writer will not fuffer it to con- 
ceal the Enormities of his Character; and therefore, 
after infinuating that he was concern’d in fome frau- 
dulent Practices about the Affes which Sau/ came to 
him to enquire after, he accufes him point-blank of 
having ufurped the High-Priefthood, of having facri- 
ficed the Good of his Country to his perfonal Refent- 
ment againft Saul and his Family, and of having en- 
gaged in a Series of the blackeft 'Treafons againft that 
untortunate Monarch. £ili/ba and Elijah were not 
a whit better than Samuel. Our Author has omitted 
nothing whereby he might enhance their Reputation 
for a Couple of arrogant Scoundrels; atthe fame time 
that he has painted Feroboam, Ahab, and Fezabel in 
very favourable Colours. 

Altho’ he has fo clearly made it to appear that the 
Old Teftament Seers forefaw nothing of Chrift, nor 
uttered any Prediétions concerning him, yet he is fo 
good as to ftile him a Prophet, nay a great one, and 
the laft whom Ged intended to fend the Fews: but 
he cannot mean fpecially, for that would be a Cone 
tradiétion, not only to many Paffages of this Book, 
but co the whole Scheme of it; which it is impof- 
fible fo judicious a Writer as our Author is can be 
guilty ot. 

I have already produced fuficient Specimens of his 
wondrous Dexterity in reconciling feeming Inconfift- 
encies, and getting rid of Difficulties which have ap- 
peared very perplexing. But a few Lines are paft 
fince he extricated not only Mo/es, but a Perfon of 
an infinitely fuperior Rank, out of an ugly Dilemma 
(as we vulgarly expre(s it), and now we are about to 
be entertained with a further Inftance of his Ingenui- 
ty in this refpeét, in behalfofour bleffed Saviour. The 
Cafe is thus; from the {mart Truths he had been tel- 
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ling of the Prophets and their Prophecies, he faw 
plainly this Queftion would arife, °° If MZo/es and the 
“ old Prophets foretold nothing of Chrift, (as he has 
“© proved) how came Chrift to pretend they did, by 
“ frequently appealing to them as Witnefles of the 
“ Truth and Genuinenefs of his Doctrines coming 
“© from God; and confequently, that he could be no 
“ Impoftor or Deceiver.” Now at firft Glance this 
Query looks extremely fufpicious, and a weak Chri. 
ftian would be in fome Pain for his Mafter’s Veracity, 
on which it has but an indifferent Afpeét ; till our Au. 
thor difpels the Cloud and clears up the Myftery, by 
fhewing, “ That what looks in this Matter fo like; 
«¢ Falfhood, was only a fine and honeft Equivocati- 
“ on; taking a fair and honeft Advantage of a Peo 
“ ple’s Prejudices, for their own greateft Benefit.’ 
Though his real Meaning in thefe Appeals was only, 
«* That every thing in Mo/es and the Prophets, rela 
“© ting to moral Truth and Righteoufnefs, was a Te. 
“ {timonial of his Doétrine.’ And tho’ he knew 
they would regard them in a different Light, © Yet 
‘6 fo long as what he advanced was not a direct Falfe. 
“ hood, why fhould he undeceive them, fince theit 
«© Mifapprehenfions might engage them to hearken 
“ the more readily to him.” And, as a clinehitg 
Stroke, our Author makes out, ** That Jefus never 
“ once told the Jews that he was the Perfon who wa 
“© to reftore the Kingdom to the Houfe of David, ot 
“¢ the Me/fiab, in their national Senfe, and in the plain 
© obvious Senfe of all the Prophets who had {aid 
“¢ any thing about it: fo far from it, (as this match 
¢ Jefs Writer goes on) that he renounced this pro 
“ phetick Character, and died upon that Renuncia- 
© sees? ‘ 

The Explanation of Daniel’s famous Prophecy 
concerning the 70 Weeks, and fettling the Period o 
them, has employed the Pens of many learned and 
judicious Men, who thought that Prediétion an illu: 
ftrious Evidence of the Truth of the Gofpel Hifto- 
ry. Our Author has confidered it with a quite com 
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trary Defign, of fhewing it to be noneatall. He 
then with a very commendable Zeal fets himfelf to 
confute aFancy, that has obtained for feveral hundred 
Years paft amongft the Herd of Believers, *‘ How that 
‘ Life and Immortality were in an efpecial manner 
¢ brought to Light by the Gofpel, inafmuch as the Do- 
¢ &rine of the Refurreétion of the Body, and a future 
¢ eternal State of Happinefs or Mifery, was firft pro- 
¢ mulged thereby :’ whereas he tells us, upon the Au- 
thority of Hyde’s Religio Veterum Perfarum, that the 
Magi of that Nation had preached it many hundred 
Years before Chrift mentioned it; and that it had 
been received and believed among the Fews ever fince 
the Days of the celebrated E/dras, who was cotem- 
porary with Zoroa/ler. 

And now, our Author, after acquainting us upon 
what Terms he will condefcend to be a Chriftian, 
and what manner of a Chriftian (if he is to be any ) 
he wili be, prefents us with a ftrange and wonderful 
Relation of the firft Propagation of Chriftianity ; 
wherein he is pretty favourable to the Condué of 
St. Paul, whom he will have to be an eminent Free- 
thinker, but reprefents that of St. Peter, and fome 
other of the Apoftles, as no way agreeing with the 
Notion of their being under the Influence of an in- 
fallible Spirit, or of any Spirit but that of Superfti- 
tion and Bigotry: in fhort, he feems to make them. 
a Parcel of grofs Idolaters, fetting up a great Num- 
ber of Mediators and Interceffors with God inftead 
of one, eftablifhing the Invocation of Saints at their 
Tombs, and Prayers for the Dead; for which Hypo- 
thefis he makes the Revelation of St. Fohn his Foun- 
dation; the Enthufiafm, Nonfenfe and Idolatry ot 
which Fiction he here fully expofes. And yet he 
fays, that “if we reject this Book, as the true and 
“* proper Chriftian Revelation, or Revelation of Je- 
“* fus Chrift, which had been received and owned as 
** fuch in all the primitive Ages by every Chriftian 


“© Few; there will be no Chriftian Revelation at all, 


* as diftinét from the Religion of Nature, reviy’d.” 
He 
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He makes the Religion or Chriftianity of Peter 
and Paul to be two difting& Religions, oppofite to, 
and deftruétive of one another. ‘That of Peter was 
proper Antichriftianifm, and inveighed againft under 
that Character by Paul. However, ina little time, 
as he fays, Perfecution drove them together, and they 
agreed in an odious Hierarchy, which thereupon ob- 
tained over the Face of the primitive Catholick 
Church; the only Diffenters from, and Protefters a- 
gainit this general Tyranny and Corruption being 
that Set of Saints (with him) whom, in Revenge of 
their Oppofition, thofe pretended, authoritative Ca- 
tholicks (as he ftiles them) branded as Hereticks, and 
called in Derifion Guofticks. 

Ic is ftrange to think how we Believers have been 
hitherto mifled, but by fo much the more are we in- 
debted to this fincere and candid Writer, who has 
opened our Eyes, and brought us into the right way. 
We have been profefling our Faith, forfooth, in the 
Holy Catholick Church, and execrating the old 
Guofticks as a Crew of profligate Wretches, Montfters 
of Vice and Error. But here the Tables are wondere 
fully turn’d, and our Author has moft elaborately 
drawn an abominable Image of the Catholick Church, 
and at the fame time fuch an amiable Picture of the 
Gnofticks, as muft recommend them to the Approba- 
tion of all who are fatisfied of the Painter’s Fidelity. 
He warns us againft fuffering ourfelves to be any more 
prejudiced againft thefe beloved of his, by the Mifre- 
preientations of their Enemies. And then, becaufe it 
cannot be denied, without flying in the Face of Hi- 
ftory, that they were generally ** Idolaters, and join- 
“* ed with the Heathens, even in their publick Fetti- 
“¢ vals, or Sacrifices inftituted in Honour, and to the 
*¢ Memory of their Idols and falfe Gods; at which 
“* Solemnities they were invoked and worfhipped as 
“ their Protectors, Guardians, and Deliverers;” he 
fhews, that for all thofe Ufages they had a very juft 
and reafonable Plea, obvioufly grounded on St. Paul's 
Doctrine and Declarations in this very Cafe. &* They 
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eat and drank thefe Sacrifices as common Food, 
without any Faith in, or mental Adoration of the 
Ido]. —In this Senfe the Apoftle allowed and jutti- 
fied the Praétice in his Gentile Converts, and ttood 
to it as long as he lived, againft the whole Circum- 
cifion. In this, therefore, they only maintained 
that Liberty which their great Apoftle, Father, 
and Founder, had eftablifhed them in, and exhort- 
ed them to hold faft.’ Peace be with the Mazes 


of thefe Guofficks, and let all who admire our unpa- 
sallel’d Author fay Aizen. It is the Jeait Recompence 
we can make their pious Memory for that Load of 
Infamy wherewith we have heretofore oppreffed it. 
And let us in Revenge join with him in blackening 
the Character of the apoftolick and primitive Fathers. 
Let us not content ourfelves with acknowledging that 


it 


had fome Blemifhes, as is common to Men, but 


pronounce as he does, ‘¢ That it exactly anfwered to 
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St. Paul’s Myftery of Iniquity, and to his Defcrip- 
tion of that Antichriftian Power and Dominiort 
under the Man of Sin, or Son of Perdition, which 
was then juft ready to be revealed. For they affu- 
med all the extraordinary Gifts of the Apoftles 
themfelves. —They affumed the Throne of God in 
their ufurped Dominion over Con{cience. And 
they f{upported this moft impious Claim of Autho- 
rity by fal/e Miracles, and lying Wonders, in all the 
Deceivablene/s of Unrightcou/ne/s.— One of them, 
Tertullian, challenges the Heathens to bring any of 
their Incurables into their Affembiies; and if they 
did not reftore them, they would fubmit to be 
thrown to the wild Beafts, or done what they 





** pleafed with. — But the Truth of the matter was, 
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that they could work thefe Miracles only on them- 
felves, and their own Confederates. ~And the Im- 
pofture being detected, expoied them to the greater 
[ndignation and Contempr, till they had got the 
temporal Power on their Side, and brought the 
Emperors themfelves into the Cheat, and then they 
mace thorough Work of it, and fet the whole be- 
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“ Jieving and aftonithed World a gazing on their 
“ prieftly Juggles and lying Wonders.” 

This juft Outcry of our Author againft the primi- 
tive Church is purely on account of its fuppofed Op- 
pofition to his Syftem of Religion: the Reader has 
had a brief Summary of that already, but here he has 
enlarged it, and lets us know, “‘ he takes Chriftiani- 
“¢ ty, as to the Subitance and Doétrines of it, to be 
“a Revival of the Religion of Nature; in which 
*¢ the feveral Duties and Obligations of moral Truth 
*¢ and Righteoufnels are more clearly ftated and ex- 
“¢ plained, enforced by {tronger Motives, and encou- 
“¢ raged with the Promifes of more effectual Aids and 
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“ Affiftances by Jefus Chrift, the great Chriftian Pro- 
<¢ pher, Moralift, or Lawgiver in Religion. — The 
cc 


Religion of Jefus confifts in the inward, {piritual 
“© Worfhip of one true God, by a ftriét Regard to 
“¢ all the Duties and Obligations of moral Truth and 
** Righteoutnefs, in Oppofition to all the animal Af- 
*¢ fe€tions, and to the Bent and Bias of a corrupt and 
“¢ degencrate World. And all this under the Powers 
“¢ and Influences of a future, invifible Werld, or the 
“ firm Belief and Expectation of [mmortality and 
** eternal Life, asa free Gift and Reward from God 
“ for fuch moral Righteoufnefs or Gofpel Obedience. 
“¢ And becaufe Jefus Chrift came into the World, and 
“ was fent from God to reftore and revive this Reli- 
** gion, after it had been loft in the general Supertfti- 
“ tion, Idolatry and grofs Ignorance of Mankind, 
*¢ both Few and Gentile, and to enforce it with ftronger 
** Motives, and encourage it with better Promites, 
“* and more effectual Aids than ever had been done 
“* before, therefore he is the great Prophet of our 
*¢ Profeflion.” In this Notion and View of Chri- 
{tianity our Author is confirmed by confidering how 
ineffectual all others have been for procuring the Peace 
or Purity of the Church, which they have been the 
Means rather of corrupting and dividing ; as he proves 


by a Variety of Inftances, both in elder and_ later 
‘Times. 
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He had taken notice that Damnation was the great 
and uleful Engine, whereby the Clergy have always 
wrought upon the Superftition and Fears of their im- 
plicit Believers ; and as he is by all means for demo- 
lithing the Power of the Hierarchy, he has been at 
fome Pains in detecting the Bug-bear, and fhewing 
that their Menaces are entirely without Foundation. 
He has quite exploded the Notion of everlafting Fire, 
or any eternal Punifhment of Sinners; and is very po- 
fitive that the Wicked will be abfolutely deftroyed by 
thofe Flames at the laft Day, which fhall burn up this 
World; and are faid to be unquenchable, ‘* only be- 
“ caufe nothing can extinguifh them, or deliver the 
“ Ungodly out of them till they are entirely confu- 
“© med, and becaule the Effect of them upon the Un- 
“© righteous, z.e. their Extinction, will laft for ever.” 

Having thus made an End of Adofes, the Law, and 
the Prophets, the Canon of the New Tetftament, the 
Apoftles, (St. Paul excepted) and the primitive 
Church, and eftablifhed a Chriftianity independent of 
any or all of them, our Author thinks he has a juft 
Right to take our old doating Reformers to task, for 
retaining feveral things in their Sy{tem which he abo- 
minates, and introducing a moft {trange and monftrous 
Scheme of Doétrinals, when they had fo fair Op- 
portunity of modelling it according to his genteeler 
Tafte. He has been fo good as to give us a compleat 
Lift of the erronevus Tenets which they impofed up- 
on their Followers as the Sum of Orthodoxy. 

And now, near the Clofe of his Book, having come 
to an End of exploding Falfhood and Error, he ap- 
plies himfelf to the fetting up and fettling the contra- 
ry Truth initsroom. This Truth, he fays, is what 
the Ancients called Moral Philofophy or Wifdom, be- 
ing the Religion of Nature, in its Theory and Pra- 
ctice. ‘This 1s the Plan which Solomon, and the Wri- 
ter of Ecclefiaficus, laid down and proceeded on; and 
this is the Genius that infpired and animated St. Paul 
in all his Epiftles, and which he calls the Spirit of 
Chrift, the [piritual Mind, the new Man or new Crea- 
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“ lieving and aftonifhed World a gazing on their 
“ prieftly Juggles and lying Wonders.” 

This juft Outcry of our Author againft the primi- 
tive Church is purely on account of its fuppofed Op- 
pofition to his Syftem of Religion: the Reader has 
had a brief Summary of that already, but here he has 
enlarged it, and lets us know, “ he takes Chriftiani- 
“¢ ty, as to the Subitance and Doétrines of it, to be 
“‘ a Revival of the Religion of Nature; in which 
** the feveral Duties and Obligations of moral Truth 
“ and Righteoufnefs are more clearly ftated and ex- 
“¢ plained, enforced by {tronger Motives, and encou- 
“ raged with the Promifes of more effectual Aids and 
“¢ Afliftances by Jefus Chrift, the great Chriftian Pro- 
«° pher, Moralift, or Lawgiver in Religion. — The 
“ Religion of Jefus confifts in the inward, fpiritual 
“ Worfhip of one true God, by a ftri& Regard to 
“¢ all the Duties and Obligations of moral Truth and 
* Righteoufnefs, in Oppofition to all the animal Af- 
“¢ fe€tions, and to the Bent and Bias of a corrupt and 
“¢ degenerate World. And all this under the Powers 
“¢ and Influences of a future, invifible Werld, or the 
“ firm Belief and Expeétation of Immortality and 
“¢ eternal Life, asa free Gift and Reward from God 
“ for fuch moral Righteoufnefs or Gofpel Obedience. 
“© And becaufe Jefus Chrift came into the World, and 
“¢ was fent from God to reftore and revive this Reli- 
“< gion, after it had been loft in the general Superfti- 
** tion, Idolatry and grofs Ignorance of Mankind, 
“¢ both Few and Gentile, and to enforce it with ftronger 
*¢ Motives, and encourage it with better Promifes, 
“ and more effectual Aids than ever had been done 
“* before, therefore he is the great Prophet of our 
“ Profeffion.” In this Notion and View of Chri- 
{tianity our Author is confirmed by confidering how 
ineffectual all others have been for procuring the Peace 
or Purity of the Church, which they have been the 
Means rather of corrupting and dividing ; as he proves 
2 a Variety of Inftances, both in elder and later 
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He had taken notice that Damnation was the great 
and ufeful Engine, whereby the Ciergy have always 
wrought upon the Superftition and Fears of their im- 
plicit Believers; and as he is by all means for demo- 
lifhing the Power of the Hierarchy, he has been at 
fome Pains in detecting the Bug-bear, and fhewing 
that their Menaces are entirely without Foundation. 
He has quite exploded the Notion of everlatting Fire, 
or any eternal Punifhment of Sinners; and is very po- 
fitive that the Wicked will be abfolutely deftroyed by 
thofe Flames at the laft Day, which fhall burn up this 
World; and are faid to be unquenchable, ‘ only be- 
“ caufe nothing can extinguifh them, or deliver the 
“ Ungodly out of them till they are entirely confu- 
‘© med, and becaule the Effect of them upon the Un- 
“¢ righteous, z.¢. their Extinétion, will laft for ever.” 

Having thus made an End of Mo/es, the Law, and 
the Prophets, the Canon of the New Tettament, the 
Apoftles, (St. Paul excepted) and the primitive 
Church, and eftablifhed a Chriftianity independent of 
any or all of them, our Author thinks he has a juft 
Right to take our old doating Reformers to task, for 
retaining feveral things in their Syftem which he abo- 
minates, and introducing a moft {trange and monftrous 
Scheme of Doétrinals, when they had fo fair Op- 
portunity of modelling it according to his genteeler 
Tafte. He has been fo good as to give us a compleat 
Lift of the erroncous Tenets which they impofed up- 
on their Followers as the Sum of Orthodoxy. 

And now, near the Clofe of his Book, having come 
to an End of exploding Falfhood and Error, he ap- 
plies himfelf to the fetting up and fettling the contra- 
ry Truth in itsroom. This Truth, he fays, is what 
the Ancients called Moral Philofophy or Wifdom, be- 
ing the Religion of Nature, in its Theory and Pra- 
ctice. This is the Plan which Solomon, and the Wri- 
ter of Ecclefiafticus, laid down and proceeded on; and 
this is the Genius that infpired and animated St. Paul 
in all his Epiftles, and which he calls the Spirit of 
Chrift, the {piritual me new Mau or new Crea- 
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ture, Chrift within us, the Hope of Glory, &c. He 
next tells us what Methods we muft take to obtain 
the Knowledge, and become Matters of this divine 
Science; fhews how it exalts the Mind, enlarges the 
Underftanding, and raifes the Soul to its Creator. 
This rapturous Part of his Subject feems to have caft 
him into a Fit of Devotion, which has exerted itfelf 
in a very feraphick Effufion, or Prayer, in the Mo- 
ralo-philofophical Strain. Iam apt to think this has 
fomewhat dulcified his Temper; for no fooner does 
he awaken out of it, but he fpeaks tolerably of the 
Clergy. He hints “as tho’ he had met with fome 
“© wife and honeft Men of the Order, and affures us 
© that he is far from thinking the Character itfelf has 
“ any thing in it inconfaftent with Reafon or Reli- 
6 gion, and is by no means for abolifhing the Fun- 
“ tion: It is almoft impoffible indeed for the Gen- 
“¢ tlemen of the Cloth to be Men of Integrity, by 
“ yeafon of certain Difficulties and Temptations which 
they labour under, and which he here particalarly 
fpecifies; and therefore he has always looked with 
the greateft Compaffion upon fuch as are fo.” In 
thort, he rifes coward Civility, as far as becomes a Man 
of his Virtue, which mutt always keep him at a due 
Diftance from Ecclefiafticks.. And to fhew that he 
is entirely free from any culpable Inclination of 
Friendfhip towards them, he warns us againft being 
deceived by their Zeal for the Externals of Religion, 
which is all Farce and Diffimulation, and fays feveral 
other things to preferve his Pupils from growing fond 
of them, and to prevail upon the State to diveft them 
of all Jurifdiétion, and fubject them abfolutely, and 

in all refpects whatfoever, to the civil Authority. 
Thus I have given the Reader an impartial View of 
the main Doétrines and Principles of a Work, which 
I am perfuaded the Chriftian World never faw the 
Fellow of from a Chriftian Writer. It is not my Pro- 
vince to form a definitive Judgment of it: a Perfon 
of great Freedom of Thought upon Subjeéts of this 
Nature, and a warm Advocate for Liberty of Judg- 
ment 


crc oo nf 4 


: a) 


. 
. 
. 


nar" #7 





Art. 2. for July 1737. 57 
ment and Debate in Matters of Religion, being ask- 
ed his Opinion, delivers it in the following Terms, as 
it juft now fell into my Hands: 

‘ This Book, fays he, is celebrated as a very fhrewd 
¢ Piece by two Sort of People: thofe who would re- 
© joice in the Downfal of Chriftianity, aad thofe 
¢ who are more apprehenfive for its Safety than they 
© need or ought to be: the firft defpife, and the latter 
© feem to forget that promiffory Prediction of our 
© bleffed Saviour, Matrth. xvi. 18. I will build my 
© Church upon a Rock, and the Gates of Hell fhall not 
© prevail againft it. ’°Tis true, were not that impreg- 
nable, this would be no contemptible Battery; for 
it difcharges on it, all the incenfed Author was able 
to colle&t, of Force, from the united Magazines of 
Sociniani/m and Infidelity. The Writer appears not 
to want Ability for better Employments than that 
he has here undertaken, and feems favoured with 
Talents, which might have fhone in the Caufe of 
Truth and Religion, made him refpeétable here, 
given him Comfort in the Hour of Death, and fe- 
cured him the Approbation of his appointed Judge, 
when he mutt be fentenc’d at -his Tribunal; inftead 
of the Terrors of an upbraiding Confcience on the 
Brink of Eternity, or the inconceivable Horrors of 
that juft, but dreadful Doom, which is appropria- 
ted to Perfons, I think, of his Stamp, Tho/e who 
would not that I fhould rule over them, bring them 
hither and flay them before me. Had this Gentleman, 
who has fo improperly affumed the Stile of Moral 
Philofopher, been pleafed to renounce the Chriftian 
Faith and Name, he ought ftill to have retain’d the 
Character of a Man of Honour; he fhou!d have 
dealt ingenuoufly, and, as we fay, above Board, and 
not have pretended to vindicate or eftablifh whac 
every one fees it is his real Intention to afperfe and 
deftroy: not have vented his Poifon againft the 
Gofpel under the Guife of a Chriftian, or blafphe- 
med his Saviour under the Charaéter of his Difci- 
ple. The merciful Jefus prayed for thofe that cru- 

C 3 © cified 


“ 


crc Fn FAA em Aker AOU RUUCUCORCUCORUCUCORMCUCMCUCOARMCOMRCUCRMRUCUCR COR CUCORMRCCUCORMR CORO R ORO AKC BK 














8 The Works of the Learned Art. 3. 


cified him, (and we may fuppofe his Petition was 
not in vain; ) but of the perfidious and mean-fpi- 
rited Wretch, who had the Impudence to hail and 
kifs him when he was betraying him into the Hands 
of his Murderers, he declared, Ji weve better for 
© that Man that he had never been born! 1 pray God 
¢ this may not be the Cafe of the Penman of this 
¢ Treatife, but that he may remember from whence 
© he is fal!’n, refle&t upon what he has done, and re- 
© pent, and find Mercy at the laft Day; when he 
© fhall know, that notwithftanding all the Efforts of 
¢ the Powers of Darknefs, every Knee fhall bow to 
© Jefus, and every Tongue fhall, willingly or unwil- 
¢ jingly, acknowledge him to be Lord. Thefe can- 
© not be the Wifhes of an Enemy, but of one who 
© would contribute all that is in his Power to advance 
¢ his Reputation and Intereft in this World, and his 
¢ Felicity in the next; and is forry to fee a Genius of 
¢ fo much Capacity and Worth, finking into a Situa- 
© tion wherein he can merit no Honour, nor enjoy 
© any folid Comfort,’ &c. 
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ARTICLE IIL 


R. Fobn Nourfe, at the Lamb without Temple 

Bar, has juft now imported a Colleétion of 

very curious Pieces, wrote by the late celebrated M. 
Turrettin, Profefior of Divinity and Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
ftory in the Univerfity of Geneva. They makethree 
Volumes in Quarto. The firft and fecond are enti- 
tuled, Cogitationes & Differtationes Theologica. Qui- 
bus Principia Religionis, cum Naturalis, tum Revelata, 
adftruuntur €§ defenduntur; animique ad Veritatis, 
Pietatis, (Ff Pacis fludium excitantur: Or, Theological 
Aphorifms and Differtations, wherein the Principles of 
Natural and Reveal’d Religion are exhibited and defend- 


ed; and the Study of Verity, Piety, and Peace recom 
mended, 
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The Aphorifms are the firft Things that occur in 
this Mifcellany. They are a Series of Propofitions, 
very concile and perfpicuous, afferting the ‘Fenets of 
the Reformed Churches, concerning Reafon and 
Faith. The Exiftence of God. Juttice and Inju- 
{tice. The Neceflity of Revelation. The Truth of 
Chriftianity. The facred Scriptures. ‘Phe ancient 
Oracles. The divine Attributes. The holy Trinity, 
the Divinity, Incarnation and Satisfaction of Chritt. 
The Decrees of God. Creation and Providence. Sin, 
Liberty, and Grace. Jutftification, Faith as a Prin- 
ciple of it, and good Works. Publick Worfhip. The 
Sacraments. Ecclefiaftical Difcipline. ‘The Church 
of Rome. Fundamental Articles. The Immortality 
of the Soul, and a future Life. Controverfies. Com- 
mon Senfe. Tradition. Superftition. The Roman 
Pontif. Councils. The right of examining and en- 
quiring into the Principles of Religion. Of hearing 
Chrift. To thefe is added a very judicious Solvtion 
of this Queftion, Whether we can affent to contradiftory 
Propofitions. 

The Differtations which fill up the Remainder of 
the firft and fecond of thefe Volumes are but larger 
Difcourfes, in the argumentative way, upon the Sub- 
jects of the foregoing Aphori/ims or Thefes. Though 
the Benefit of the learned World in general is confulr- 
ed, and greatly promoted in the Publication of them, 
they were originally compofed as academical Exerci- 
fes, for the Service of the Author’s Auditors, and de- 
liver’d in the Schools; not as Orations, but in the 
Method of Difputation: the Names of the Oppo- 
nents are feverally prefix’d to them. They are highly 
valuable, as they prove a Number of the moft fub- 
lime and important Truths. The Reafoning in them 
is clear and nervous, and the Diétion fuited to the Ar- 
gument. Objections are fairly propofed, and calmly 
as well as folidly anfwer’d. They form indeed a rich 
and beautiful Apparatus for young Students in Divi- 
nity, and for all, acquainted with the Latin Tongue, 
who would employ their Underftandings upon the 
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moft ufeful and lofty Themes. The Writer difcovers 
in them a great Capacity, extenfive Erudition, and a 
lively as well as regular Imagination. I am under no 
Apprehenfion of this Character being difputed or dif- 
prov’d. The Father of this Author made the Name 
of Turrettin famous in the Church, and in the Com- 
monwealth of Learning. This Son, worthy of his 
illuftrious Progenitor, inherited both his Abilities and 
Virtuc, and has here, as well as in other Inftances, 
given the World fufficient Specimens of both. We 
fhall impatiently wait for further pofthumous Fruits 
of them, and hope we fhall e’er long fee that larger 
Compendium of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory which we 
were promifed in his Life-time. | 

The third Volume of this Colleétion is of a diffe- 
rent Nature from the two former. It is entitled Qra- 
tiones Academice. Quibus multa, ad Scientiarum In- 
crementum, Chrifliane Veritatis Illuftrationem, Pieta- 
tis Commendationem, Pacémque Chriftianorum, pertinen- 
tia continentur: Or, Academical Orations, containing a 
Variety of Particulars, tending to the Advancement of 
Science, the Illuftration of Reveald Religion, the Com- 
mendation of Piety, and the Peace of Chriftians. 

Thefe Difcourfes are twelve in Number, upon ve- 
ry entertaining Subjects, and of an elegant Compofi- 
tion. The firft treats of the fingular Excellence and 
manifold Ufes of facred Antiquity. It fhews what 
Service it is of to Religion, for proving the Truth of 
it, for explaining and clearing up the divine Records, 
for reflecting Light on the Controverfies of Chriftians, 
and for furnifhing the moft powerful Motives and Ex- 
citations to a virtuous Behaviour. It demonftrates 
the ftric&t Connection there is between it and prophane 
Lirerature, in all its Branches. And laftly, it infifts 
upon the Dignity of this Subject. 

The fecond Oration defcribes the Temper and Be- 
haviour of a Clergy-man, ftudious of Peace and 
Truth. This and the foregoing Speech were both 
sacugural. The firft was pronounced May 29. 1697. 
wpon our Author’s Promotion to the Profefforfhip of 
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Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, then newly ere&ted. The lat- 
ter was deliver’'d Dec. 1. 1705. upon his Advance- 
ment to the Divinity Chair. I fhall only mention 
the Titles of the other ten: 

The third is a Panegyrick on William IIT. King of 
Great Britain; {poken to the Univerfity of Geneva at 
the publick Adc celebrated prefently atter his Death. 
The fourth particularizes the Improvements of the 
latt Century in divers Articles of Learning, as on the 
other hand, the Danger there at prefent is of its De- 
clenfion. The fifth direéts to the propereft Methods 
of promoting it. The fixth points ouc both the Im- 
pertections and Excellency of the Sciences. The 
feventh evinces the reciprocal Affiftances of Religion 
and Literature. The eighth expatiates on the Dif- 
fenfions which unhappily fubfift among the reformed. 
The ninth defcribes the different States of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, from its firft Promulgation to this 
Day: to this are prefix’d 1. A Letter of the Paftors, 
and Academical Profeffors of Geneva, to the King of 
Prufia. 2. That Prince’s Anfwer toit. 3. An E- 
piftle of the Count de Matternich, Minifter of State 
to his Prufian Majefty, and his Envoy extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Swi/s Cantons, to the a- 
forefaid Profeffors and Paftors. The tenth confiders 
the Influence of the Affeétions in perverting us from 
the Perception and Profecution of Truth. The e- 
leventh, which is a very fhort one, expreffes our Au- 
thor’s ardent Wifhes and Prayers for the Peace of Eu- 
yope. The twelfth fets before us the Caufes from 
whence have arifen the Corruptions and Decays of the 
Faith and Difcipline of the Catholick Church, and 
the moft effe&tual Remedies for thofe Diforders: At 
the Clofe of this, whicff is the laft, are added Enco- 
miums on two illuftrious Perfons thea lately decealed ; 
one of which was the noble Ezekiel Spanheim, ot i\- 
luftrious Figure in the Scenes both of Politicks and 
Letters. This great Man, as Mr. Turrettin fays, was 
in the higheft Ettimation with the Princes of Braza- 
aznburgb and the Palatinate whom he ferv’d, and with 
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all the Sovereigns of Exrope with whom he negotia- 
ted; particularly with our late Queen Ane, who te- 
ftified the urmoft Refpeét to him, living and dead; 
and with the Princefs Sophia Electrice ot Hanover, a 
Lady of the moft confummate Knowledge and Eru- 
dition, who maintained an epiftolary Intercourle with 
him. Through a Series of arduous Employments in 
Embaffies, 9c. he maintained a delightful Commerce 
with the Mufes, and cultivated an Intimacy with all 
kinds of Antiquity; of which the World has reaw’2 
the ineftimable Produéts. In him there cens*s 4 
Variety of Accomplifhments, rarely cated: ho ras 
at once a moft compleat and fimuhed PF liician, 

a Man of unblemithed Integrity and Deverion; caa- 
did, generous, charitable to the poor, and beneficent 
to all whom he could affift, declining no kind Office, 
nor refufing any Requeft which he could gratify; 
foftening and adorning the feverer Charaéter of an ex- 
quifite Philofopher and Scholar with fuch Humanity 
of Temper, fuch Affability of Behaviour, and Sweet- 
nefs of Converfation, as attraéted the Affections of all 
who had the Felicity of approaching him. Grac’d 
with all the Virtues and laudabie Qualities of the learn- 
ed, he was free from the Vices and Blemifhes fo in- 
cident to that Species, viz. Pride, Envy, Obftinacy, 
with the Love of Oppofition and Difpute. Inftead 
of which, hard to provoke, he was mild and gentle 
in Controverfy, filent under the injurious Treatment 
of his Oppofers, though vaftly inferior to him in 
Knowledge, or anfwering their Cavils calmly, and 
without the leaft Shew of Refentment. Laftly, tho’ 
he was perfectly vers’d in all the Greek and Latin 
Writers, whether ancient or modern, in every kind, 
whereof he had the quickeft Relifh and the politeft 
Tafte, yet the facred Scriptures were his daily Com- 
panions, and the Study of them his fupreme Delight. 
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ARTICLE IV, 


Anew Treatise of Fluxions : Wherein the dire& 
and inverfe Method are demonftrated after a 
new, clear, and concife Manner, with their 
Application to Phyfics and Aftronomy: A//o 
the Doétrine of Infinite Series and Reverting 
Series univerfally, are amply explained, Flu- 
xionary end Exponential Equations /d/ved : 
together with a Variety of new and curious Pro- 
blems. By Thomas Simpfon, Teacher of the 
Mathematicks. London: Printed by Tho. 
Gardner im Bartholomew-Clofe; For, and are 
to be had of the Author in Crown-Court Long- 
Alley, ear Upper-Moorfields; G. Powell 
in Shrewfbury-Court, Whitecrofs-ftreet, ; R. 
Shirtliffe at a School-Houfe in Wimple-ttreet, 
near Oxford Chappel; D. England at the Alie- 
nation-Office, in the ‘Temple, and Jacob Ro- 
binfon next the One Tun Tavern, xear Hun- 


gerford iz the Strand. 1737. 4¢0. Pag. 163. 


HE Author of this Work, bred to a mecha- 

nick Employment, has raifed himfelf to a con- 
fiderable Skill in the Mathematicks, almoft wholly 
by the Force of his own Genius, and intenfe Appli- 
cation: he was by Trade a Weaver, but he now pro- 
feffes himfelf a Teacher of the Sciences; of which 
this of Fluxions that he here infifts on is one of the 
nobleft and moit ufeful. 

In this Treatife Mr. Simp/on lays down and demon- 
{trates the Principles of them in a Method exaétly 
true and genuine, and, as he conceives, not effential- 
ly’different from that of their great Inventor, being 
altogether expounded by fixite Quantities: and in the 
Application thereof, he has every where been as — 
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all the Sovereigns of Europe with whom he negotia. 
ted; particularly with our late Queen 4zne, who te. 
{lified the utmoft Refpect to him, living and dead; 
and with the Princefs Sophia Electrice ot Hanover, a 
Lauy of the mofi confummate Knowledge and Er. 
dition, who maintained an epiftolary Intercourfe with 
him. Through a Series of arduous Employments in 
Embaflies, €7c. he maintained a delightful Commerce 
with the Mufes, and cultivated an Intimacy with all 
kinds of Antiquity; of which the World has reap’d 
the ineflimable Products. In him there center’d a 
Variety of Accomplifhments, rarely united: he was 
at once a moft compleat and finifhed Politician, and 
a Man of unblemifhed Integrity and Devotion; can- 
did, generous, charitable to the poor, and beneficent 
to ail whom he could affift, declining no kind Office, 
nor refufing any Requett which he could gratify; 
foftening and adorning the feverer Character of an ex- 
guifite Philofopher and Scholar with fuch Humanity 
of Temper, fuch Affability of Behaviour, and Sweet- 
nefs of Converfation, as attracted the Affeétions of all 
who had the Felicity of approaching him. Grac’d 
with allthe Virtues and laudabie Qualities of the learn: 
ed, he was free from the Vices and Blemifhes fo in- 
cident to that Species, viz. Pride, Envy, Obftinacy, 
with the Love of Oppofition and Difpute. Inftead 
of which, hard to provoke, he was mild and gentle 
in Controverfy, filent under the injurious Treatment 
of his Oppofers, though vattly inferior to him in 
Knowledge, or anfwering their Cavils calmly, and 
without the leaft Shew of Refentment. Laftly, tho’ 
he was perfectly vers’d in all the Greek and Latin 
Writers, whether ancient or modern, in every kind, 
whereof he had the quickeft Relith and the politeft 
Tafte, yet the facred Scriptures were his daily Com- 
panions, and the Study of them his fupreme Delight. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE IV. 


A new Treatife of Fluxions : Wherein the dire& 
and inverfe Method are demonftrated after a 
new, clear, and concife Manner, with their 
Application to Phyfics and Aftronomy: Al/o 
the Doétrine of Infinite Series and Reverting 
Series univerfally, are amply explained, Flu- 
xionary and: Exponential Equations /o/ved: 
together with a Variety of new and curious Pro- 
blems. By Thomas Simpfon, Teacher of the 
Mathematicks. London: Printed by Tho, 
Gardner in Bartholomew-Clofe; For, and are 
to be had of the Author in Crown-Court Long- 
Alley, mear Upper-Moorfields; G. Powell 
in Shrewfbury-Court, Whitecrofs-ftreet, ; R. 
Shirtliffe at a School-Houfe in Wimple-ftreet, 
near Oxford Chappel; D. England at the Alie- 
nation-Office, in the Temple, and Jacob Ro- 
binfon next the One Tun Tavern, zear Hun- 


gerford zz the Strand. 1737. 40. Pag. 163. 


HE, Author of this Work, bred to a mecha- 

nick Employment, has raifed himfelf to a con 
fiderable Skill in the Mathematicks, almoft wholly 
by the Force of his own Genius, and intenfe Appli- 
cation: he was by Trade a Weaver, but he now pro- 
fefles himfelf a Teacher of the Sciences; of which 
this of Fluxions that he here infifts on is one of the 
nobleft and moft ufeful. : 
In this Treatife Mr. Simp/on lays down and demon- 
ftrates the Principles of them in a Method exaétly 
true and genuine, and, as he conccives, not effential= 
ly different from that of their great Inventor, being 
altogether expounded by finite Quantities: and in the 
Application thereof, he has every where been as plain 
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and perfpicuous as he poflibly could, or as the Want 
of Room, or the Abftrufenefs of the Subje& would 
admit; efpecially in the firft and fecond Parts, where 
he has, for the Sake of thofe who have made but 
fmall Progrefs in thefe Studies, given a great many 
new, and fome very uncommon Examples in the So- 
lutions of Problems, and has endeavoured to render 
them fo plain as to be underftood by Perfons of the 
meaneft Capacity. 

The fecond Part treats of the Doctrine of infinite 
Series, wherein there is not any thing propofed, but 
what he has endeavoured to demonitrate; and, be- 
fides feveral valuable Things on that Topick, anda 
Variety of cafy Examples, there are fome Improve- 
ments, and a Set of new Rules to find the Forms of 
Series, without taking in any of the fuperfluousTerms, 
which in fome particular Cafes has rendered the Me- 
thods hitherto delivered impracticable. 

The Reader will in the third Part meet with a fa- 
miliar Method of finding and comparing Fluents, il- 
luftrated by fome ufeful and eafy Applications. 

In the fourth Part, the Author has thewn the ufe 
of Fluxionsin fome of the fublineft Branches of Phy- 
fics and Aftronomy, in as clear and concife a manner 
as he poffibly could; where, befides feveral curious 
Things done in a Method quite different from what 
1s to be met with in other Writers, there are fome 
very ufeful Speculations relating to the Doétrine of 
Pendulums and Centripetal Forces, which have not, 
as he knows of, been taken notice of before. I thall 
name a few of the Propofitions that are here invetti- 
gated. As, 

1. To determine the Times of Defcent of heavy 
Bodies in Curves, whofe Axes are perpendicular to 
the Horizon. 2. The Length of a Pendulum being 
given, and the verfed Sine of the Arch defcribed; to 
find the Time of one Vibration. 3. To find the 
Time loft in any given Time, by a Pendulum meafu- 
ring equal Time in an infimtely fmall Arch, when 
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made to defcribe a greater Arch of the fame Circle. 

To determine the Paths of Projectiles near the 
Karth’s Surface, fuppofed to move in a non-refifting 
Medium. s. To determine the centrifugal Forces, 
and Periodic Times of Bodies moving in circular Or- 
bits. 6. To find the Time in which a Body will de- 
{cribe a Circle about the Earth, at the Dittance of 
anv Number of its Semidiameters from the Center. 
7. To find the Ratio of the Forces of Gravity, with 
which the Sun and Moon affeét the Earth. 8. To 
find the centripetal Force, and Periodic Time, of a- 
ny Pendulum defcribing a conical Surface. 9. To 
find the Law of centripetal Force by which a Body 
tending towards any Point in the tranfverfe Axis is 
made to de{cribe a conic Section. 10. To determine 
the Paths of Projectiles, according to any Hypothe-~ 
fis of Gravity. 


ARTICLE WV. 


Ts. following Piece of Eloquence (from the 
Univerfity of Gottingen in Germany, Iately 
founded and endowed by his prefent Majefty) was 
communicated to us by M. P. Des Maizeaux, a Gen- 
— of confiderable Repute in the Republick of 
setters, 


Academiae GEORGIAE AuGUST AE quae Gotingae 
eft Inaugurationem publicam folenni Ritu &§ Feftis ce- 
remoniis A. D.xvu Sept. cloloccxxxvi D. B. J. 
Peragendam omnibus, quorum id [tire intereft indicat 
Commiffarius Regius cum Profefforibus reliquis. 


Eram folidamque magnitudinem, qua homo ho- 
mine, Rex praefertim Rege, major cenfetur at- 
que illuftrior, ineffe deprehendunt, qui fuis tantam 
rem Momentis ponderant, in ampliflima bene quam 
plurimis 
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plurimis faciendi non facultate folum, fed etiam volun. 
tate. Hoc ipfum eft, in quo divinam majeftatem col. 
Jocant, quicunque Deum aliquem vencrantur populi, 
in hoc ad proximum a luprema ila natura fattigium 
evehuntur homines gloria & praedicatione caeterorum; 
quod vel attributa rerum Dominis Clementiae, Man. 
fuetudinis, Tranquillitatis, Serenitatis, ac fimilia nomi- 
na, fatis indicant. Sed cum peat quae tri- 
buere toti rei publicae Princeps poteft, primum fit 
fecura falutis & incolumitatis pe fTeflio, cam vero op: 
pugnari faepe contingat ab aliis: hinc apparet, arma- 
tam etiam effe debere majeflatem illam beneficam, &, 
quam ferena eft & ¢ tranquilla civibus, quam clemens, 
quam manfueta amicis; tam terribilem tormidandam- 
gue illis, qui vel prae fe ferant hoftilem animum, vel 
male diffimulent nocendi, fi detur opportunitas, vo- 
luntatem. 

Si quis fub exemplo uno pulcherrimo demonttrare 
ifta, & Principem vere magnum, non qualis forte ora- 
tione ingeniofi hominis defcribi poteft, fed vivum & 
{fpirantem, velit oftendere, illum nominare jubeamus 
INDULGENTISSIMUM PATREM NOSTRUM, quem non 
more & confuetudine, fed fummo fuo merito, & ex 
animi noftri fententia, veriffimique honoris caufla, ita 
appellamus, Patrem igitur nottrum Georaium II, 
quem Deus ita ut nos amet! Non hoc agimus, ut an- 
gufta hac tabella laudes tanu Principis complectamur, 
quibus alius & fuus debetur locus, quafque victuris 
charts tradere Mutae etiam noftrae conabuntur, non 
ideo minus futurae veraces, quod benigne adeo & Ii- 
beraliter ab I[pfo habentur; fed tanto enixiorem datu- 
rae operam, ne quid dicant, quod immortalibus Mag- 
ni Patris ful, feu Mufageten Herculem dicere malint, 
virtutibus adfictum videri, juftiffimifque Ipfius prae- 
coniis detrahere potius, quam adftrucre quidquam, 
poflit. In praefentia verecunde tantum, & gratiffimo 
tum in Immortalem Deum, tum in M ajeftatis ipfius 
inter Nos vicarium, animo, breviter {tri¢timque ea at- 
tingemus, in quibus magnus nobis, & futurae non mt- 
nus quam hujus actatis praeconio digniffimus, videtur. 


Quod 
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Quod igitur altam populis fuis tranquillitatem tri- 
buit, quod {uos cives ab omni extcrno vel inteftino 
metu practtat immunes, quod, ut fui otio cum digni- 
rate fruantur, Orpis Paciricaror eft Grorsius, 
jd unum optimum maximum Ipfius decus eft, quod 
memoriam GEORGII faeculis omnibus commenda- 
bir. At illud confequuturus nunquam fuerat, nifi no- 
ta virtus Ipfius effer, & invictum illud robur animi, 
quod juvenili jam aetate eluxit, cum non cupide mo- 
do artes illas arriperet omnes, quibus futuro Impera- 
tori ad rem bene gerendam opus elt; fed in caftris eti- 
am, in fole, & in ipfo concurrentium exercituum con- 
fligtu exerceret. Neque vero confirmata ac matura 
actate egit remiffius : fed a quo tempore rerum Ipfe 
potitus eft, ut pace fruantur & fui cives, & terrarum 
orbis, bellicis copiis omnibus ftrenue comparandis, in- 
ftruendis fplendide, ftudiofeque exercendis, efficit. 
Quae res eo pertinet nimirum, ut propter juftitiam 
GEORGI vim nemo ab Ipfius armis metuat; vim 
Ipfi, hoc eft, cuiquam civium Ipfius vel amicorum, 
inferre, propter cognitam tanti Herois fortitudinem, 
tantis armaturm copils, nemo audeat: pacem vero Ip- 
fius, amicitiam, & foedera, certatim Reges & Refpub- 
lieae adpetant, quibus Ipfe foederibus non fui modo 
ampliffimi Imperii falutem, fed Europae totius a prae- 
gravante quacunque potentia fecuritatem, complecti- 
tur. Proinde placida fub his praefidiis pace fruuntur 
cies GEORGI, nec filent inter illa arma leges, fed 
fuum cuique jus, quantum humana fapientiffimi Prin- 
cipis, & integerrimorum Ipfius Amicorum, providen~ 
tia caveri poteft, incerrupte celeriterque tribuitur: 
leges ipfae, fi quae mutatis rebus laborent, emendan- 
tur, fupplentur, feruntur novae, & uti valeant, fum- 
ma ope providetur. Rei familiaris civium augendae 
quantam rationem habeat, (ut praetermiffis Fortuna- 
tae illius Infulae rebus, pauca modo eaque recentiflima 
Corum attingamus, quae ex proximo infpicere nobis 
licet) fumtuofa & magnifica moles teftatur, quae Vi- 
furgi nuper fluvio impofita, pericula & difficultates 
Navigantium tollit: teftatur illa INDULGENTISSIMI 
, i PaATRis 
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PaTRIsS NOsTRI in populum fuum pietas & propitia 
Hi voluntas, quod, quoties ad nos invifit, illud agit per. 
quam ftudiofe, ut de tributis vectigalibufque aliquid 
imminuatur; qua re illud confequitur, ut nemo quid- 
quam ita fuum putet, quod non Patriae fe Patri debe- 
re exiftimet, quod non, fi opus fit, aequo animo at- 
que alacri, ad cuendam Ipfius falutem fit collaturus. 
Cum vero tantam fecuritatis, oti, bonae copiae, 
fuis civibus procurandae, curam habeat Rex Aucus 
TIssiMus: mirum ett profecto, quanto idem ftudio 
hoc agat, ut ingenia illorum colantur miti & placida, 
fevera tamen eadem adftrictaque, dilciplina; tum ea, 
quae religione Immortalis Dei & Salvatoris noftri con- 
tinetur, tum qua humaniores fiunt homines, & iis re- 
bus, quibus a reliquo animantium genere feparamur, 
praeftantiores: quanto in pretio habeat Ipfe illas artes, 
quibus hoc efficitur; quam idoneus Ipfe earum, quam 
juttus arbiter; quam gratus fit erga nutriculas pueri- 
tiae fuae, atque adolefcentiae fodales Mufas, quas ne 
regio quidem contubernio arceat; quantis adficiat 
praemiis, fi quis aliquid vitae profuturum mentis viri- 
bus protulerit; quam fedulo profpiciat denique, ut 
contingant pofteris etiam noftris, quae ab accuratiore 
juventutis inftitutione merito fperantur, commoda. 
Harum rerum omnium cum {pecimina proferre plura 
poflimus, unum modo hic quidem commemorabimu,, 
idque maximum; illud ipfum nimirum, propter quod 
haec fufcepta {criptio, quod volentibus faventibufque 
breviter enarrandi hic ipfe locus eft. Nempe 
Aliquot anni funt, cum SERENIssIMo AC PoTEN- 
TIssiMo Principr Ac Domimo GEO RGJO II. M. 
BRITANNIAE, FRANCIAE ET HIBERNIAE REG, 
Derensori Finer, BRUNSVICENSIUM AC LUNEBUR> 
GeNsiuM Ducl, S. R. I. ARCHITHESAURARIO AT= 
Que Evecrori, Parri Pareias. P. F. A. eam 
mentem ad{piravic Deus, ut Germanicae Patriae fuae, 
quam allis quotidie innumerabilibus maximifgue ornat 
& auget beneficiis, etiam illud divinum & immortale 
munus tribuere vellet, quo, literaria univerfitate in- 
H tra Imperii {ui fines conftituta, uberior civibus nafce- 
| recur 
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retur opportunitas, cultum ingenii, tum quo dottio- 
res fiunc homines, tum quo meliores, capeffendi in 
proximo, & fub illis doctoribus rerum gerendarum 
praefidia fibi comparandi, qui ad inftruendos illos non 
communia modo docentium officia, fed iniluper ettam 
fanctifimam illam patriae conjunctionem, & religio- 
nem Patri illius Auguftifimo debitam adferrent; qut 
cives praeftarent non generatim modo bonos, {ed huic 
{peciatim rei publicac accommodatiffimos. Quin ut 
flumina majora non illi modo, intra quam nafcuntur, 
regioni commoda praeftant, fed diffundunt munera 
{ua etiam ad remotiflimos: fic voluit Rex notter bo- 
na civium {uorum patere etiam aliis, quicunque placi- 
de ac modeftte frui oblata fibi commoditate vellent: 
& quod fuis paraffer proprie, prodefle univerfis. Ha- 
rum rerum cum ratio effec habira, Gottinga poriffi- 
mum delecta eft, in qua fedes ac domicilium novum 
Mutis confticueretur, de cujus urbis laudibus, & quan= 
tum illa per hanc ipfam condendae Academiz occafio= 
nem exornata fit, cum fatis jam confter, nihil hic ade 
jicimus. Hoc unum praectermittere non poffumus, 
non de otio modo honettiflimo, tranquilla fecurirate, 
commoditateque prof{pectum effe Mufis noftris; fed 
magnam etiam dignitatis rationem ab Indulgentiflimo 
Patre noftro effe habitam. Itaque cum Regiis tabu- 
lis, quibus Caefareae accommodatae funt, eo jure, 
quod eft optimum, eaque dignitate, quaeeft maxima, 
effe juffic hanc Univerfitatem; tum Auguftiitimi No- 
minis fui honorem illiimpertiit, GEorG1aM AUGUsTAM 
votari imperavit, Sacros Vultus & Majeftatis fuse i- 
maginem figillo Univerfitatis infculpi voluir, nec 
MacniFICENTIssim1 Recroris noftri titulum dedig- 
natus eft. 

Supremam quafi manum fuo muneri & coronam 
impofiturus Rex Potentiffimus nuper poft impeditam 
diu navigationem in Britanniam fuam tandem delatus, 
ipfo illo tempore, quo vix Urbi per Ipfum florenuil= 
fimae, vix San-Jacobaeo Palatio, & Divinae Caroli- 
nae complexibus, Pignoribufque Regis eft reddicus, 

ID a. d. 
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primo commemorat, quam nihil adhuc reliquum fe- 
cerit vel curae vel {umtuum, quo rebus omnibus 
exornata haec Georgia Augufta nobiliffimis & opti- 
mis quibufque per Germaniam Academiis exacqua- 
retur, & tum alias omnes vel commoditates haberet 
vel ornamenta, tum Profeflores praefertim, doctri- 
nae copia & docendi facultate jam ante cognitos, & 
exercendi corporis ac linguarum exoticarum magi- 
ftros longo ufu peritos; quamque felix & opratus 
curac Repiae eventus adhuc reiponderit, ut detti- 
nata perfici, numerufgue talium doctorum potuerit 
a. Subjungit deinde, ne quid externi deco- 

» & cerimoniarum quas juflas confuetudo genti- 
um fecit, intermittatur, fibi placere, ut folenni ri- 
tu & feftis cerimoniis inauguretur Georgia Augutta; 
promittitque fe ablegaturum unum primi faftigi 
Miniftrorum, qui perfonam Ipfius fuftineat, & 
quidquid ipfe Rex Augutftifflimus praefens aéturus 
dicturus effet, facra vice agat dicatque: tum dignis 
majeftate Regia & paterna indulgentia verbis nos 
hortatur, ut, quidquid ftudio noftro ac f{ummacon- 
tentione conari atque eflicere poflimus, illud omne 
ad dignitatem & decus huic ceremoniae, nobis ip- 
fis adeo honorificae, conciliandum volentes impen- 
damus; jubetque ante omnia illud ipfum inaugu- 
randae Academiae confilium publico fcripto, tum 
vobis, Cives Carissimi, tum quicunque alii illud 
ad fe pertinere judicabunt, fignificari.” 


Quop IGITUR FORTUNATUMET FELIX Rea, Pa- 
TRIAE, GERMANIAE TOTI, NOBIS, POSTERIS- 
QUE NOSTRIS, ESSE Deus JuBEAT! 

Dicrus Est INAUGURATIONI UNIVERSITATIS 
GEorGIAE AuGusTAE DIEs SEPTIMUS DECIMUS 
SEPTEMBRIS ANNI HUJUS SUPRA MILLESIMUM 
SEPTINGENTISSIMUM SEPTIMI ET TRICESSIMI. 


I Hunc 
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HuNC NOS DIEM, ET ALIQUOT QUI SEQUENTUR, 
FESTO RITU ET DIGNIS CEREMONIIS, PIE, DE- 
CENTER, HILLARITER, DEO BENE JUVANTE, 
CELEBRABIMUS. 


Proinde vos, ILLusTrissimi CoMITES, quorum nu- 
merofam praefentiam in primis hujus Academiae de- 
coribus numeramus; Vos, GENEROSI partim fangui- 
nis, NOBILISSIME omnes animi juvenes, qui adettis, 
qui venictis; vos denique omnes, quicunque vettra re- 
ferre, quae apud nos aguntur, putatis, certiores hac de 
re facimus, itdemque hortamur, rogamus, obtefta- 
mur, favete actioni, favete muneri Regio, praefenti- 
am diéto tempore veftram, filenttum & modettiam 
omnes, comitatum deducendae pompae, quicumque 
Mufarum facris initiati eftis, honorariam etiam aliam 
operam, quotquot rogabimini, lubentes volentefque 
nobis, quin Iluftriflimo Legato Regio, & fplendidif- 
fimo conventui, praeftate. 

Venite, Hofpites, videte, quod nefcimus, an un- 
quam vel vos, vel liberi veltri, vel quifquam adeo vi- 
furus fit, Univerfitatem literariam Proteftantium, qui 
vocamur, facris addi€tam, decenti ritu ac cerimoniis 
inaugurari. Venite, &, ut fe noftra habeant, oculis 
veftris credite. 

Vos praefertim, ornatiflimi Viri, fi quos ingenii & 
ftudiorum fiducia ad honores & gradus Academicos 
capeffendos excitat, fcire volumus, decretum nobis 
effe, idoneis candidatis, quorum nomina aliquando in 
actis Inaugurationis noftrae exftantia non minus huic 
Academiae honori effe poflint, quam ipfis, apud_ po- 
fteros etiam, ibi legi honeftum erit, tum Facultratum 
quas vocant quatuor lauream tribuere, tum Pceéticam 
etiam illam coronam pro Commitivae Sacri Palatii La- 
teranenfis juribus, quibus ornata eft haec Academia, 
imponere. 

Ne diverforia commodas aut annonae adco copia de- 
fit hofpitibus, diligenziffima jam cura impenditur, 
quam fruftra non futuram, juftiffimis cauflis addudti 
confidimus. | 


D 2 Deum 
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| Deum Immortalem rogamus fuppliciter, ut falu- 
bricatem caelo noftro, pacem Germaniae, inconcuf- 
fam Regiae domur felicitatem, dulce huic utrique ci- 
vitati Gottingenfi cum bona copia otium, omniaque 
ea pracitare nobis velit, quibus opus erit, ut aufpicato 
confecrare, dedicare, inaugurare, publicae felicitatis 
officinam atque armamentarium liceat. P. P. a. d. 
stv April. clo loce xxxvu. 








ARTICLE VI. 


The Hiftory of the Ancient Germans ; including 
that of the Cimbri, Celta, Teutones, Ale- 
manni, Saxans, and other Ancient Northern 
Nations, who overthrew the Roman Empire, 
and eftablifhed that of the Germans, and moff 
of the Kingdoms of Europe. In two Volumes, 
Vol.\. From the firft certain Account of thofe 
feveral Nations inhabiting the Country now cal- 
led Germany, to the Foundation of the Monar- 
chy of the Franks, zz Gaul, Ann. 486. Vol. 
I. Front the Foundation of the Monarchy of 
the Franks, iz Gaul, to the Extinétion of the 
Merovingian, and the Beginning of the Carlo- 
vingian Line, Ann. 751. Written originally 
iz High German ; and tlluftrated with a great 
Number of Notes and Quotations, from ancient 
Authors, Monuments, Infcriptions, Accounts of 
Medals, Coins, and other Antiquities, which 
give a Light as well to the Roman as the Ger- 
man, Italian, Spanifh, French and Englith 
Hiftortes. By Doéfor John Jacob Maticou, 
Aulick Counfellor to the King of Poland, A/- 
Jeffor of the Court of “fuftice, and Senator of the 
City of Leipzick, 7m Saxony. Now tranjflated 
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into Englith, 6y T. Lediard, E/q; late Secre- 
tary to bis Majefly’s Envoy Extraordinary in 
Lower Germany. London: Printed by James 
Mechel, at the King’s Arms, 27 Fleetftreet, 
and fold by him for the Tranflator ; and to be 
bad at the Tranflator’s Houfe tn Smith’s-Square, 
Weitminfter; of Innys and Manby, zear St. 
Paul’s; Gilliver and Clarke zn Weftmintter- 
Hall; Wilcox zm” the Strand, and Willock i 
Cornhill. 1737. Tdzs firft Volume containing 
672 Pages, befdes the Prefaces, Index of Au- 
thors, &c. which make 44 Pages more, toge- 
ther 710 Pages in Quarto, 


HE Period of Time which our Author here 

treats of, (that is, from about 100 Years before 
the Birth of Chrift, to the Year of our Lord 486.) 
is, beyond all Doubt one of the moft obfcure in Hi- 
ftory; and (as the Tranflator very well obferves, at 
the Conclufion of his Preface) ¢he Hi/fory of the Ger- 
mans during that Period, is fo entangled with that of o- 
ther Nations, as has hitherto deterr’d every Body from 
attempting it. And, indeed, it may very well be cal- 
led an Original of its Kind, very little or nothing, 
at leaft in the Englifs Tongue, having hitherto ap- 
pear’d on the Subjeé. 

The Author begins his Preface by giving the Rea- 
der an Account of the Motives which induced him to 
undertake fo arduousaWork ; and then opens his Des 
fign in the following Words: 

* My Defign (/2ys be) is to lay a Foundation, as 
well for a general Hiftory of Germany, as for thofe, 
in particular, of the Countries and Nations apper- 
taining thereunto; and to reduce, into fome Order, 
whatever is to be found difperfed is: Ancient Hiffory 
of the Origin of the German People, their Habita- 
tions, Migrations, Inroads on the Roman Provinces, 
* Civil Wars; and, at the fame Time, of their Form 
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of Government, Genius, Religion, Manners, Arms, 
C?c. That, on the one Hand, thofe Things, of 
which a Certainty is to be got; may be {et in atrue 
Light, and where, on the other Side, this Certain- 
ty is wanting, we may be fupp! lied with Matter and 
Room tor probable CorijeGures. 

This being our Author’s Defign, he was obliged 
to have Recourfe to the moft ancient Foorfteps he 
could poffibly trace out of thofe Matters on which 
his Hiftory is built, for withour this it would have 
been impoflible to diicern what Certainty there is in 
the Tradition, and what Truth in the Conjetures 
which are handed down to us; to difcover the Cau- 
fes and Reafons of certain Laws and « uftcms; and 
to diftinguifh thofe which the Germans (and from them 
other Nations) borrow’d of the 22omans, from thofe 
which were of their own Growth. ‘This neceffarily 
engag’d our Author to follow the Romans into Ger- 
many; to connect their Hiltory with that of thefe 
Nations, and to let them go, as it were, Hand in 
Hand. How would it otherwile have been px ffible 
to difcover the Conlequences of thofe Events of which 
this Period of Time is fo replete, that he could not 
have avoided confounding them one with the other, 
by any other Means? 

He then proceeds to fhew the Advantages which 
mult necefl arily accrue to his own Nation from a 
Knowledge of thefe Matters; and the Tranflator very 
juitly obierves, in a Note to this Paflage: © That 
‘ what is there, and in other Parts of this Preface, 
laid of the Germans, is equally applicable to the Ex- 
gitfa, and every other Nation of Europe, that has 
its Origin, from any of the Northera People which, 
in this Hiftoryare, in general, cali’d Germans.’ Our 
Author adds; * That if ever a Period was full of E- 
© vents, ftrange and unconceivable to thofe who on- 
© ly confider the Ourfide of Things, it was this. As 
€ moft Nations (continues be) in Europe, find an Ac- 
© count of their moft ancient State, in the Roman 
© Hiftory; fo, on the other Hand, it is the German 
© Hiftory 
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¢ Hiftory, they muft apply to, for the Occurrences 
‘ of the 4th, sth, and following Centuries s and, in 
¢ many Points, even for the Origins of their prefent 
¢ Conttitutions.” As an Inftance of the ftrange and 
unconceivable Events of this Period, he oblerves that 
of the * Germans being able to fet Bounds to the im- 
¢ menfe Power of the Romans, and, at length, whol- 
¢ ly to fubdue it, and that at a Time, when perhaps 
¢ even their Defcendants look upon them to have 
© been Barbarians. 

It isa too common receiv’d Notion, that the Sa- 
cred Hiffory, with thofe of the Greeks or Romans, and 
thofe only, furnifh us with Precepts, Examples, mo- 
ral Reflections, Rules of Prudence and Polity; in a 
word, that they only can be of any Service to form 
the Mind. Our Author juttly oblerves, that, in this 
Hittory the Reader will find fufficient Matter for 
moral Reflections, as well as in other Hiftories, ei- 
ther Ancient or Modern. $§ It is true, indeed, ( fays 
‘ he) the Decorations of the Theatre are greatly dif- 
‘ ferent, and the Actors have a quite different Afpeét 
© as well as Manners; but their inward Motives pro- 
‘ceed from the fame Human Detires and Paffions, 
‘ and produce Effeéts equally the fame, in the Revo- 
lutions of Kingdoms and People. 

Our Author then goes on to thew the Plan he has 
follow’d in the Execution of his Defign; and though 
for that he refers chiefly to the Divifion of the Work 
itfelf, he thinks it neceffary to fhew fome of the moft 
material Circumftances he had in View. Among o- 
thers, he explains what he means by the Word Ger- 
mans, and which were the Nations he comprehends 
under that general Denomination: ¢ Nations ( /ays 
* be) are to beconfidered, either with Regard to their 
* general Extraction, or to their particular Interefts, 
* and the Limits of their Publick Weal. According 
* to the Examples fet us by Pliny and Tacitus, we 
* here regard the German in the former Senfe, as be- 
* ing, in the Times I treat of, not yet united under 
* one Head, or in one State. We here comprehend 
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all thofe Nations, where Language, Stature, Reli- 
gionand Manners, fhew them to have been of Ger- 
man Extraction. I fhall accompany thofe (/c. the 
{everal Northern Nations) who removed out of Ger- 
many, on their feveral Tranimigrations, to the new 
Kingdoms which they founded in diftant Regions, 
as their Hiftory often ferved to illuftrate that of 
thofe People who remain’d in Germany, and form’d 
the prefent German Empire. 1 have not ventur’d 
to go farther backwards, than the ancient Hiftori- 
ans have gone before me; nor do I treat of the Ger- 
mans, till I find them inhabiting Germany, and pur- 
pofely pafs by the uncertain Conjectures of their 
© Arrival in that Country. 

He then gives an Account of the Order he has ob- 
ferv’d in treating of the feveral Northern Natons; 
and among other Difficulties he labour’d under inthe 
compiling of this Work, he obferves, that ot being 
oblig’d to colleé his Intelligences of the German Na- 
tions chiefly from the Writings of their Enemies, and 
of his frequently finding fuch Chafms, in the Roman 
Hiftory, that almoft all Coherence ceafes. 

If ( fays a learned Fournalift) an Arioviftus, a Ma- 
vavoduus, a Godwalda, an Arminius, aCivilis, or even 
an Mttila,, had left us Memoirs, as Ce/ar has done, or 
any of their Subjects had been Hiftorians, let us not 
doubt but we fhould form very different Judgments 
both of thefe Chiefs of the German Nations, and the 
People under their Command, and even of the Ro- 
mans too, than we now do. Thefe Barbarians (as 
they are call’d) would perhaps have had the better 
Part of the Admiration we now give wholly to their 
Enemies. 

* To come, however (continues our Author) asnear 
© as poflible to the Truth, [I have confulted all the 
¢ Authors, who were either cotemporary with, or 
© Jived neareft to the Times of which I treat; and 
t have likewife produced fuch Roman Coins, In- 
‘ {criptions, and other Monuments, as could any 
€ ways contribute to confirm and illuftrate my Facts. 
© Poets 


AN 


ennwennanan an & A & GH 


a Et ia, 


Art. 6. for July 1737. 57 
© Poets and Panegyricks I have frequently quoted, 
¢ but never laid a greater Strefs upon their Teftimo- 
¢ nies, than is confonant with the Rules of Hiftory. 
make no Reference to modern Authors, unlefs 
where they have treated certain Points very circum- 
ftantialy, and have themfelves made a proper Ufe 
of the Ancients. An Hiftorian (continues my Au- 
thor) may, indeed, be faid to difcharge his Duty, 
if he faithfully points our the Writers he follows. 
But [ have duke to add moft of the Paffages I re- 
ferto, however difguiled or mutilated fome of them 
may be: By this means the Reader has the Vouch- 
ers, taken from thofe very Tranflations and Edi- 
tions of the Book which I have made ufe of, to- 
gether with Facts, in one View: And fometimes, 
where my Relations may appear too concife, this 
may ferve as a Plea for me, when it appears, that 
the Ancients themfelves have left us no farther Ma- 
terials,” 

© It may, at firft View (proceeds our Author) feem, 
as if fuch Occurrences of Antiquity fhould only be 
related in the manner of Annals: But I have, in 
moft Cafes, at leaft, found fo many Intelligences, 
that I have not been confin’d barely to relate a Se- 
ries of Battels; I have been able likewife, to lay 
before the Reader, the Conftitutions of Nations, 
their Alliances, Laws, and other concurrent Cir- 
* cumftances: But I have, neverthelefs, kept up a 
* due Connexion in Chronology.’ 

If there was a Difficulty in difpofing the Materials 
of this Hiftory in fuch Order, as to preferve a conti- 
nued Series of Facts, without falling into the dry and 
dilagreeable Method of mere Annals; there was no 
lefs in unfolding thefe Fats, and laying them, in a 
clear Light, before the Eyes of the Reader, fo that 
they might be able to conceive a clear Idea of their 
Caufes and Influences. Our Author fhews this Dif- 
ficulty in the following Obfervation: 

* We are led, (/ays be) as it were, into another 
* World, many things feem fo foreign to us, that we 
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can hardly exprefs them in our Mother-Tongue, 
We arc often amidft the Tumults of War, and hard- 
ly know ourfelves where we are. In the Provinces, 
indeed, which formerly appertain’d to the Roman 
Empire, we proceed with fome Certainty. In Ger. 
mania Magna, the Confines of thofe Nations, who 
dwelt betwixt the Rhine, the Danube, and the El), 
are, at leaft in general, known; fometimes a Ri- 
ver, a Lake, or a Mountain, which are irremovable 
Boundaries, defcribe them more accurately: But it 
is the more difficult to fet any Confines to the Ter- 
ritories of the Vandals, Heruli, Rugi, and other 
Gothick and Vandalick Nations, becaule their Habi- 
tations, which were befides only a Kind of Camps, 
were fo often chang’d. ‘The Names of the Nati- 
ons themfelves are very much corrupted among the 
Nations. But I have fpared no Pains, to purfue 
every Track, capable of leading my Readers into 
the right Way: fometimes, when I could fafely . 
venture it, | have added the modern Names of 
Countries and Cities to thofe of the Ancients, or 
ufed the former alone.’ 
This is what I have thought neceffary to extract 
from the Author’s Preface, and as he has given fo cir- 
cumftantial an Idea of the Defign and Exccution of 
this firft Volume himfelf, the Tranflator’s Preface is 
chiefly intended to give his Readers an Idea of what 
they are to expect in the fecond Volume, of which 
(he fays) a good Part is already printed. After this 
follows a copious Index of the principal ancient and 
modern Authors confulted in the compiling the firft 
Part of this Work; and then the Work itlelf. 

The firft Vclume is divided into ten Books; and I 
fhall give the Reader a brief and fummary Account 
of each. 
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Book I. The Hiftory of the GERMANS, to the Con- 

clufion of the Cimprtan /Var. 
The Period of ‘Time treated of in this Book is about 
the Middle of the feventh Century of the Roman - 
4, 
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ra, or about 100 Years before Chriff. Our Author 
begins with a Delcription of thofe Countries which 
the Ancients compriz’d under the Name of Germany 5 
and an Account of the Colonies which the Gauls fent 
into Germany and Italy; as alfo of the German Colo- 
nies which fettled in Gaul and Britain, and the Ori- 
ginal of the Name of Germans. He then relates the 
tour firft Victories obtain’d by the Cimbri and Tiguring 
over the Romans, and their Invafions of Spain and 
Italy; the Origin of feveral of the German Nations; 
the Wars of C. Marius with the Ambrones, Teutones 
and Cimbvi, and the total Overthrow of the latter by 
him; and concludes this Book with an Account of 
the Cimbri, who remain’d in their own Country. 


Book II. Zhe Wars of the GERMANS with Ju ius 
Cassar. 

In this Book, our Author continues his Hifto- 
ry from the latter End of the teventh Century of 
the Roman Ava, to the Death of Faulius Cefar. 
He b gins with obferving that the Hiftories written 
by Julius Ce/ar were fupected of Partiality even in his 
Litestrme. Notwithftanding which, for want of 
other Lights, our Author has been oblig’d to make 
him his Guide, fhewing, however, as Occafion re- 
quires, wherein he has been partial or defective. He 
then gives an Account of the Divifions of Ancient 
Gaul, ot the Germans pafling the Rhine, and of the 
Kingdom founded by Aviovifius iv Gaul. After this, 
he fhews upon what Occafion Fulius Cefar inter- 
meddled with the Affairs of the Gauls, his TranfaGti- 
ons with Ariovifius; the Overthrow of the Germans, 
and what afterwards became of feveral of the German 
Nations; Ce/ar’s Conquett of Gallia Belgica, and 
fruitlefs Expedition againft the Morini and Menapit; 
his Wars with the Germans on the Eaff Side of the 
Rhine, and his Defcription of the Manners and Cu- 
ftoms of the Suevii and Ubii. Our Author then g20es 
on, and gives an Account of the feveral Wars Fulius 
Cefar waged with the Zeruéteri, U/ipites, Sicambri, 
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Treviri, Eburones, and other German and Gallick Na- 
tions, to the Conclufion of the Gallick War, and all 
along takes occafion to examine and compare what. 
ever has been faid upon this Subject by other Authors, 
which he feems to have done with great Affiduity and 
Judgment. After all this, our Author gives an Ac 
count of the grand Defign form’d by Julius Cz/ar, of 
opening a Way thro’ Scythia into Germany, which was 
prevented by his Death; and then concludes this 
Book with a Defcription of Ancient Germany, and its 
Inhabitants, together with a brief Account of the 
Genius, Polity, Religion, Warfare, Arts and Cuftoms 
of the Ancient German Nations. On this Occafion, 
our Author obferves, that tho’ the Mythology of the 
Ancient Germans was not, in certain refpects, more 
pa!pable than that of the Greeks, it was lefs repugnant 
to Morality. None of thofe vicious and fcandalous 
Weakneffes, which were fo often the very Charaéters 
of the Deities of .civiliz’d Nations, had ever any 
Share in theirs. Power and Magnanimity were al- 
moft always the Attributes of the German Deities; or 
rather of their deified Heroes. 


Book III. The Hiffory of the Germans to the Qe 
verthrow of QuinTiILius VARUS. 

In this Book, our Author continues his Hiftory 
from the Death of Falias Cefar, ull the Death of 
Augufius, about 14 Years after the Birth of Chrif. 
He begins with the Means Augu/fus made ule of to 
fecure Gaul for himfelf; the Wars between the Ubi 
and the Swevi; and the Succefs of the Romans againk 
the latter and the Zreviri. He then gives an Account 
of the Partition of Gallta Belgica into Belgica and Ger- 
mania; and the latter into Prima and Secunda; and 
of the People who inhabited both. After this he res 
Jates the various Succefs of the Sicambri; and the 
Pretext laid hold of by 4ugu/tus to go in Perfon to 
Gaul, and to eftablifh Colonies there. He then fhews 
how Noricum, Retia and Vindelicia came under the 
Dominion of the Romans; and gives an Account : 
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the refpective Divifion, Confines, and chief Cities of 
each. Then follows an Account of Dru/us’s paffing 
the Roine, and of the Paflage of the Komaz Fleet, by 
means of the Fof/z Drufi, trom the bine, thro’ the 
Yfel, into the Zuyder Zee, in Holland, and fiom thence, 
by the North Sea into the Ems, with the Origin of 
the City ot Emden, and the Wars of Dru/us with 
the Cherufci, Sicambri, Suevi and Chatti. After the 
Death ot Drufus, our Author relates the Succefs of 
the Romans under the Command of Tiberius, in feve- 
ral Expeditions again{t the Sicambri, Attuarii, Brutte- 
ri, Chauci and Longobards; the Incurfions of the Mar- 
comanni, under the Command of the Maraboduus, in- 
to Bubemia, with the Origin of the Alemanni; and 
ends this Book with a particular Account of the fig- 
nal Overthrow of the Roman Army under the Com- 
mand ot Quintilius Varus, by Arminius, with the 
Caufes and Contequences of it. 


Book IV. The Hiftory of the GERMANS ¢o the 
Conclufion of the Baravian War. 

Our Author continues his Hiftory, in this Book, 
to about the Year of our Lord 7o. He begins with 
the Wars of Germanicus with feveral German Nations, 
efpecialiy the Marfi, Bruéteri, Tubantes, Catti and 
Cherufci, with a particular Account of his two Bat- 
tels with Arminius. With thele he interf{perfes an Ac- 
count of the Diffentions and Civil Wars of feveral 
German Princes, among themfel: es, during that Time; 
particularly between Arminius and Segefles, the former 
and Maraboduus, and Gotwalda, a Gothick Prince, 
with the latter, to the Death of Arminius. He next 
relates the Tranfactions of Caligula, Galba, and Gal- 
binus, with feveral German. Nations, 1n the Reign of 
Claudius; the Succels of Carbulo againft the Chauci 
and Frifii; the Eftablifhment of a oman Colony a- 
mong the Udbii by Agrippina, with the Origin of the 
City of Cologn; the Northern Boundaries between the 

ominions ot the Romans and the Germans; the Ex- 
termination of the Aufvarii; the Diffentions between 
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the feveral German Nations, and particularly a bloody 
Battle between the Chatti and Hlermanduri. He then 
turns to the Gauls, and gives an Account of the un. 
fuccefsful Attempt of Yuizus Vindex to free them from 
Bondage; the Ufurpation of Vitellius at Cologn; the 
Rebellion of the Batavi and Caninafati under Claud. 
us Civilis, and his Battle with the Romans; the Siege 
of Caffra Vetera, the Battle of Gelduba, the Detedi- 
on of the Ubii; the Defeat of the Treviri by Petilins 
Cerialis, and the Battles of Zriers and Vetera: And 
concludes this Book with the Relation of a Sea- Fight 
between the Roman and Batavian Fleets, and of the 
Peace which entued. 


Book V. Zhe Hiffory of the GERMANS, fo the 
Conclufion of the War with Prowvs. 

The German Hittory is continued, in this Book, to 
about the Year of our Lord 284, or the Reign of Dio 
clefian. Our Author begins with the Triumph of Do- 
mitian over the Catti, who, on the other hand, put 
Chariomer, King of the Cheru/ci, to Flight; the War 
between the Quadi and the Lygii; the Revolt of L. 
Antonius on the Upper Rhine; the Wars of Domitian 
with the Marcomanni, and of the Gorhs and Dacii 
with the Romans, together with the Overthrow of 
the Bruéeri. He then relates the Exploits of ra 
jan againtt the Germans; the Tranfactions of the lat- 
ter inthe Reigns of Adrian and Antoninus Pius; the 
Wars of AY. Aurelius, with the Chauci and Catti; the 
Beginning of the German War on the Danube; the 
Expedition of M. Aurelius into Pannonia, againtt the 
Marcomanni and Fazygi, and his Vidtory over the 
Quadi, with the Defeat of the Germans, by Pertinax, 
in Retia, and the Continuation of thefe Wars, in 
which likewife the Gothini Aftingi, Narifci and Buri 
were concern’d, to the Conclufion of a general Peace 
with the Germans and Sarmate. This Peace being of 
fhort Duration, our Author proceeds to an Account 
of 4urelius’s taking the Field again; of a new Wat 
with the Marcomanni; the Wars of Commodus with 
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the Frifiiy and of the Alemanm: with Caracalla, the 
Diflentions between the Vandals and the Marcomanni ; 
the Invafion of Dacia by the Goths, the [ncurfions of 
the Germans into Gaul; the Deteat of the latter by 
Maximinus, and his Wars on the Danube. He then 
fhews the Original of the Franks; continues the Hi- 
ftory of the Goths; gives an Account of their Paflage 
over the Danube, their Battle with Deczus, and their 
Irruptions into A/ia ; the ill Succets of Valerian, and 
the Confufion which enlued thereupon in the Roman 
Empire; and the Wars of Pofihumus and C. Lollianus 
with the Germans: And afterwards goes on to give an 
Account of the Heruli, and their ravaging of the 
Coalts of Afia and Greece; of a Victory obtain’d by 
Claudius over the Alemanni, and the Invafion of the 
Roman Provinces by the latter; the failing of the Goths 
from the Miefler into the Black Sea, and their Defeat 
by Claudius; the Succes of Aurelian againtt the Fu- 
thungi; his Wars with the Afarcomanni and Vandals; 
his Aétions with the Goths and Sarmate, and his dri- 
ving the Germans out of Gaul and Retia. He then 
fhews how the Germans invaded Gaul, and the Goths 
Afia again after the Death of Aurelian, and how the 
former were expell’d Gaul by Probus; relates the Cir- 
cum{tances of a Battle with the Franks, Lygii, Bur- 
gundians and Vandals, of the tarther Wars which Pro- 
bus had with the Germans and Goths, and the Share 
the former had in the Wars between him, Proculus 
and Bonofus; the Piracies of the Germans, and partti- 
cularly the Franks: And, to conclude this Book, gives 
an Account of the Troubles in Germany, under Carus 
and Carinus, to the Acceflion of Dioclefian to the Im- 
perial Throve. 


Book VI. Zhe Hiffory of the Germans, to the 
Conclufion of the Wars which the Franks and As- 
MANNI waged with JULIAN. 

Our Author continues his Hiftory, in this Book, 
from the Acceffion of Divclefan to the Imperial 

hrone, in 284. to the Death of Fulian, in 363. He 
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egins it with the Invafions of the Burgundians, Ale. 
manni and Heruli who penetrated into Gaul, and the 
Trouble the Franks and Saxons gave the Coatfts of the Re 
man Provinces, on which Occafion he enquires into the 
Origin of the Saxous. Next follow the Attempt and 
Succels of Carau/fius in Britain; the Succefs of Maxi. 
sniniaw again{t the Franks, and of Dioclefian againk 
the dlemanni; together with the Civil Wars of the 
Goths, Vandals, Thuringi, Alemauni, and Burgundians, 
He then fhews what Alterations Dioclefian made in 
the Conititution of the Empire, and the Divifion of 
the Provinces; the Succels of Coxffantius againtt the 
Franks, and againtt Caraujius in Britain, and the Vi- 
Ctories of Galerus over the Marcomanni, Carpi, Qua 
di, and Boffarne, with the farther Succefs of Conftam 
tius, againtt the dlemanni, and his Tranfactions with 
the Marcoimanni, Quadi, &c. After the Death of 
Conftantius, our Author relates the Tranfa€tions his 
Son, Conffantine the Great, had with the feveral Ger- 
man and Gothick Nations, and fubjoins an Account of 
this great Prince’s Ediéts, examines whether the Re- 
moval of the Imperial Refidence to Conflantinople 
promoted the Irruptions of the Germans, and fhews 
the Origin and State of the Chriftian Churches, and 
their Bifhops, in Germany, Retia, Noricum and Pan- 
nonia. Upon the Partition of the Empire among the 
three Sons of Conjfiantine the Great, after his Death, 
our Author fhews what Concerns each of them had 
refpectively with the feveral German Nations; and 
gives an Account of the Attack made by Falian and 
Barbatio on the Alemanni, the Defeat of the Romans 
below Bail, the Battel of Stra/sburg, and the Over- 
throw of the Alemanni, the Invafion of their Coun- 
try by Fulian, his Deteat of the Franks, and the Suc- 
cels of Barbatio againft the Futhungi. He next re 
lates the farther Tranfaétions of Conflantius the Young: 
er, againit the Quadi and Sarmate;, and concludes 
with the latter Wars of Julian with the Salii, Cha- 
mavi and Alemanni; his Removal of the Roman Forts 
along the Abiac; his patling of that River, and ra- 
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vaging of Alemannia, as far as the Confines of the 
Burgundians , together with his farther Concerns with 
that Nation, and the Peace concluded with them, 
the Franks, and other German Nations, to the Time 
of his Death. 


Book VII. The Hiftory of the GERMANS, to the 

GRAND T'RANSMIGRATION Of a Swarm of Nations. 
This Part of our Hiftory contains a Period of a- 
bout 30 Years only, that is, from the Beginning of 
the Reign of Valentinian the Great, to the Death ot 
Theodofius the Great, in the Year 397. Our Author 
begins this Book with an Account of the Invafion of 
Gaul by the Alemanni, and their Defeat by Fovinus ; 
then proceeds to the Wars of Valens, the Brother of 
Valentinian, with the Goths; the Depredations com- 
mitted by the Franks and Saxous in Britain; the In- 
vafion of the Alemannia by Valentinian, and of Gaul 
by the Saxons; and the Differences between the Bur- 
gundians and the Alemanni; on which Occalfion he 
examines into the Origin of the former, and gives an 
Account of the Colonies the latter had in /ta/y. He 
then continues the Tranfactions of Valentinian with 
the Alemanni and Quadi to the Time of his Death; 
and occafionally fpeaks of the que Mattiace, and 
the Situation of the Gothick Nations; gives a Detcrip- 
tion of the d/ani, and an Account of the F/unns. He 
afterwards relates the Wars of the HZunns, Alani, Oftro- 
and Wifi-Goths, one with the other; the Protection 
given the Goths by the Romans; the Occafion of the 
Rupture which enfued, and the Circumftances of a 
tei Battle between them. To this, follows the 
ars of fome of the Northern Nations among them- 
felves; that of Gratian with the Lenticenfes; and of 
Valens with the Goths; and the Maffacre of the lat- 
ter in dfia; the farther Tranfactions of Gratian, and 
the Wars of Theodofius the Great, with the Goths, 4- 
lani, Hunns and Greuthungi, what Share the Germans, 
and particularly the Franks, had in the War between 
Theodofius and Maximus; the Concerns Valentinian IU. 
: and 








66 + ‘The Works of the Learned = Art. ». 


and Eugenius had with the Franks and Alemanni, and 
the Deteat of Eugenius by Theodofius, with the Affitt- 
ance of the Goths. Our Author concludes this Book 
with the State of the Church in Germany, Retia, €8c. 
the Converfion of the Goths; their Apottafy into 4- 
rianifm, and an Account of their famous Bifhop U/- 
phila. 
To be continued in our next. 





ARTICLE VII. 


A Reply to Dr. Pemberton’s Obfervations pub- 
lifbed in the Hiftory of the Works of the 
Learned for the Month of June. By Philale- 
thes Cantabrigienfis. 


Paragraph \. [i is now about ten months, fince 
Dr. Pemberton* gave us reafon to ex- 
pect, that he, who, it feems, of all Sir Z/aac New- 
ton’s friends, has bad the very beft opportunity of know- 
ing his true mind in every part of the Principia, who 
has fo great a re/pec? for his memory, to which, in 
truth, he is not a little indebted, and who is fo def- 
yous, that his doétrine may be clearly under ftood, would, 
trom thefe motives, have been fo kind as to let us a 
little into the fecret, and have given us to underftand, 
what was the true meaning of that Great Man, in 
his firft Lemma, being the foundation of the doétrine 
contained in that Treatife. I can truly fay, I have 
done my part towards procuring this fatisfaétion to the 
Publick, inafmuch as I have not been wanting, from 
time to time, to remind that Gentleman of the ex- 
peétation he has raifed, and to call upon him to make 
it good. I have even gone fo far, that, I am appre 
henfive, he may fometimes have thought me troubles 
fome and importunate in fo doing. 
Bur, it feems, we have all this while been in a mi- 
feake about the defign of the Doftor’s writing. 
Libet 


® Appendix to R. of L. for Sept. 1736. p. 37. 
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Libet bic confidere: non eft 


Cantandum: res vera agitur. 


He had reafon to think, the generality of unprejudiced 
readers were fully [atisfied with what Mr. Robins bad 
publifoed. But left any one through diffidence of temper 
might polfibly be influenced by my great pojitivene/s 5 in 
order to remove this, the only impediment, he apprebend- 
edy could obftrutt the knowledge of Sir aac Newton's 
Doétrine, he propofed his objections to my principles, that 
it might appear, bow little regard was due to my high 
pretenfions. 

W hat pity is it, we were not told this fooner! As 
it plainly appeared in December laft, that I was fallen 
into this miftake about the defign of his writing, and 
it was to be apprehended I might lead fome of his 
readers into it, if there were indeed any of Dr. Pem- 
berton’s readers, who were not already in the fame mi- 
ftake; it is much, methinks, he fhould not have fet 
me right in February. As he faw I continued in the 
fame miftake in March, it is ftranger {till he fhould 
not rectify it in April. Had Dr. Pemberton all this 
while forgot his own defign? Was it the hiftorical 
account I gave in May, that refrefhed his memory? 

However, as his defign is now declared, I mutt ask 
him a thouland pardons, for having fo of en infinua- 
ted, that he took no care to make Sir J/aac Newton's 
dottrine be clearly underftood Whereas, in uth, he 
was {o defirous of it, that he has condefcended to take 
all this pains, not for the Publick, that were lefs to 
be wondered at, confidering the marks of e{teem they 
have fo lately paid him; not for the generality of read= 
ersy they, he bad reafon to think,-were fully fatisfied; 
but for the fake of one or two perfons, and thofe too 
of fo fingular and unaccountable a frame of mind, as 
to be influenced by my pofitivene/s, not through too 
much credulity, 2s might naturally have been expeét- 
ed, but through diffidence of temper. What a pattern 
of humanity and circumfpeétion is here, for all Wri- 
ters to copy atter! E 2 One 
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One thing only a little puzzles me. This is the rea. 
fon, fays the Dottor, J took no notice of the Propofition 
referred to in the third Scélion. INow, 1 cannot help 
thinking, that, for this very reafon, the Doétor ought 
to have taken fome notice of my Propofition. For, 
fince I had pretended, with great pofitivene/s, that 
* Propofition contained the true fenfe of Sir //aac New. 
ton’s Lemma, the overthrowing the Propofition would 
have been a proper means to keep thofe diffident, or 
credulous perfons, from being influenced by my pofitive- 
nefs, and would have clearly fhown them, ow Jittl 
regard was due to my high pretenfions. 

But, I perceive, the Doétor looks upon this pro 
pofition as a new point, upon which I would gladly have 
put the merits of the caufe between us. Nay, he /u/peits, 
I was defirous of going off from the objettions he had 
made, by engaging him in this new point. 

Had this been the cafe, that I were defirous of go- 
ing off from the Doctor’s objections, certainly, | 
fhould not have  anfwered them fo particularly as ] 
have done, but rather have laid them afide, and {tuck 
clofe to this new point. 

‘But, furely, ic mutt be matter of great furprife, to 
thofe, who have attended to this controverfy, tha 
Dr. Pemberton thould now take it into his head to cill 
that propofition a zew point. 

They cannot but remember, that the difpute be. 
tween Mr. Robins and me ¢ originally began about the 
meaning of Sir //aac Newton’s firft Lemma. This 
was the firft and oldeft point between us. And it 
having been aflerted in _4ugu/? laft, that my || interpreta 
tion rendered the Lemma a fal/e propofition, 1 did in my 
reply of -.. November declare, I fhould referve thi 
point till Icame to talk with Dr. Pemberton, who | hat, 

in 


* Append. to the R. of L. for December 1736. p. 29. 
T Ibid. p. 24, 31, 32. 

t R. of L. for O&. 1735. p. 254. 

|| R. of L. for 4ug. 1736. p. 100. 

.. Append. to R. of L. for Nov. 1736. p. 12, 21. 

4 Append. to R. of L. Sept. 1736. p. 37. 
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‘q the intermediate time, in perfon entered the lifts. 
For he, it was likely, would pay that regard to the pub- 
lick, and his own charaéter, as not to run away from 
the potnt tt gueflion, in the manner Mr. Robins had 
done. 

Accordingly, in the * December following, when 
Mr. Rodins having quitted the controverfy, I was 
thereby left at liberty to reply to Dr. Pemberton, I 
laid down a Propofition, exprefling my fenfe of the 
Lemma, in the cleareft and moft diftinét words I could 
devife, and fubjoined a demonftration to it, in order 
to give Dr. Pemberton an opportunity of examining, 
whether the Lemma {fo interpreted were a falfe propo- 
fition. But notwithftanding the + challenge [ then 
gave him, this candid Gentleman, not being able to 
afign any fault either in the propofition, or demon- 
ftration, in two feveral replies was not pleafed to take 
the leaft notice of any fuch propofition. But, as if 
it had never been laid down, or he had never {een it, 
inthe || February following he intimated a defire to 
have fuch a thing given, by thefe words, ** fuppofe 
“ he were to try at interpreting this Lemma in terms 
“ which fhould not need explanation.” 

Surprifed at this, I did in March ..remind him, that 
this was a defideratum already fupplied, and did by a 
reference direét him to my propofition. The Doétor 
replied again in April, but took no notice either of 
the propofition, or the anfwer and reference I had 
made in my laft, upon his own intimation. And now, 
finding himfelf ftill harder preffed by the hiftorical 
account I had given in May laft, of his behaviour in 
this difpute, with his ufual fincerity and regard to 
truth, he is pleafed to call it a mew point. 


Par. YT. I was not fo nice in regard to new points, 
when I gave fo long and particular an anfwer to his 


E30 queftion 


* Append. to R. of L. for Dec. 1736. p. 29. 

Ibid. p. 30. 
| Hift. Works of the Learned for Febr.1737. p. 156. 
* Hitt. W. L. for March 1737. p. 233. 
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queftion about non-cntity, though I was urder no ob- 
ligation to take notice of that queftion. The Reader 
will there find not only what Sir //aac Newton means 
by the laft proportion of vanifhing quantities, but 
likewile a ju/? idea of vanifbing quantities. 


Par. UT. The Doétor is pleafed to {peak of a very 
manifeft equivocation in my fourth fection. It will 
puzzle the reader to find any fign of equivocation 
there; unlefs it be an equivocation to fay, that my firtt 
and fecond inzerprezation are both to be underftood 
in the fame fenfe. Burt, by this, he may give a good 
guefs, from what judicious hand proceeded the words 
very manifest, very evident, and other like expreffions 
of great pofitivene/s, for making ufe of which, with- 
out any foundation for fo doing, poor Mr. Rodins has 
been fo often reprehended. 

He fpeaks of my talking in a circle, of infifting, that 
be ought to interpret my firft explanation of the Lemma 
by my fecond, and of my interpreting the fecond by the 
terms ufed in the firft. Nothing, he lays, can more fhew, 
how much Iam preffed upon this Lemma. But where 
is it, I have infifted, that he ought to interpret my 
firft explanation by my fecond? In the Appendix to 
the Republick of Letters for December * laft, and in 
the Hiffory of the Works of the Learned for March +, 
I did indeed take notice of the prudence Dr. Pember- 
ton ufed, in paffing by my fecond interpretation, which 
was fo clear and plain, and was fo fully illuftrated by 
examples, that there was no poffibility of perverting 
the fenfe of it, and inftead thereof laying hold of my 
firit interpretation, where, in imitation of the ante 
gonift 1 was then engaged with, I had ufed the words 
to have any affignable difference, and as 1 had no difpute 
with him about the meaning of thcm, they ftood nx 
ked and alone, without any illuftration or example to 
explain them, and confequently were the more expo 
fed tocavil. But neither in that Appendix, nor any 
where elle, was any mention made of interpreting 

one 
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one explanation by the other, much lefs did I infift 
upon the Doéttor’s doing it. 

Nor is there any more regard to truth, in what 
Dr. Pemberton afferts of my having interpreted my 
fecond explanation by my firft. The paflage he re- 
fers to, does not fo much as mention, or at all relate 
to my fecond interpretation. The whole and fole in- 
tent of that paffage was, to animadvert upon one of 
the moft egregious blunders thefe learned Gentlemen 
have been guilty of, and for which they have not fince 
been ingenuous enough to make theleaft acknowledg- 
ment. Inthe month of * /pril they had obferved, 
that my “‘ interpretation” (NV. B. not my fecond, but 
my firft interpretation) ‘ does not afcribe to the word 
“ given, ufed By Sir Isaac NeEwron,” (not by 
Philalethes) ** in this Lemma, the true fenfe of that 
“ word in Geometry, but fuppofes it to ftand for af- 
“ fignable; whereas it properly fignifies only what is 
6° actually afligned.” 

In anfwer to this, I did, in the + paflage quoted by 
Dr. Pemberton, oblerve to thefe unthinking cavillers, 
the difference between the werd given, fingly taken, 
and the words any given: and then proved to them, 
not only from Sir //aac Newton, but from their own 
irrefragable authority, that the words of Sir J/aac 
Newton in this Lemma, any given difference, had the 
fame meaning as any affignable difference, or any diffe- 
rence that can be afligned. 

I would not therefore have Dr. Pemberton think, 
that I infift upon his interpreting my firft explanation 
by the fecond. I never intended to give him that 
trouble; and, to fay truth, have no great opinion of 
his talent for interpretation. Nor indeed is there any 
occafion for it. Both thefe explanations have one and 
the fame meaning, and I will tell him where to find 
it. It follows || immediately after what I declared 
not to be the meaning of them. He faw the one, 


and 
* Repub. of Lett. for Apri? 1736. p. 307. 
t Rep. of Lett. for Fu/y 1736. p. §7. 
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and has talked much about it. Did his eye-fight fail 
him, when he came to the other? This is the third 
time, I am obliged to remind him of it. Does he 
miflike it, becaute it is too plain, or becaufe it is too 
fully proved to have been my real meaning ? Will he 
fay, that to explain my own words in fuch a fenfe as 
they will maniteftly bear, in fuch a fenfe as himfelf al- 
lows not to be incompatible with them, in fuch a fenfe 
as makes them confiftent with every other expreffion 
of mine upon the fame fubjeét, and in fuch a fenfe as 
renders the propofition a true and juft one, is explain- 
ing them away? 1 fee nothing explained away but Dr. 
Pemberton’s objection. 


Par. 1V. But the Door is pleafed to ask, “ If 
they (the quantitics) come nearer than to have any 
aflignable difference before the end of this time, 
the whole of which is employed in their approach, 
how can their difference be always affignable du- 
ring the time of their approach?” 
Very eafily. For thefe two propofitions of mine 
are by no means inconfiitent. 

1. The difference of the quantities, during the time of 
their approach, is always affignable. 

2. They come nearer to equality, than to have any af- 
fignable difference between them, before the end of that time. 

But, in order to examine this, it will be neceffary 
to fettle the precife meaning of thefe propofitions. 

The firft is, I think, taken by Dr. Pemberton in 
the very fame fenfe as I intended it. I apprehend 
him to underftand, as I do, by the words is always a/- 
fignable, that, if during the approach, any time, or 
point of time, be taken, the difference between the 
quantities at that time, or point of time, can be afligned. 

But the fecond propofition, I fuppofe, is not un- 
derftood by Dr. Pemberton in the fame fenfe, that I 
intended it. I apprehend, he takes the meaning of 
it to be, that the quantities come fo near to equality, 
that their difference is not affignable, before the end 
of their approach. And, in this fenfe, it is undoubt- 
I edly 
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edly inconfiftent with, and contradicts the firft pro- 
ofition. 

But this is not the fenfe I intended it in. My 
meaning, as has been often declared, was this, That 
no difference can be affigned fo {mall, but that the 
quantities fhall come nearer than to have that diffe; 
rence, of, fhall have a lefs difference, before the end 
of their approach. And in this fenfe the propofition 
is manifeftly not inconfiftent with the firft. It is evi- 
dent, that no difference can be affigned fo fmall, but 
that a {maller difference may {flill be afligned. 


Par. V. That this meaning is not zacompatible with 
the words of the fecond propofition, is in this para- 
praph allowed by Dr. Pemberton himlelf. Why then 
does he fo vehemently conteft its being the real mean- 
ing? I have affirmed it to be fo. But, if the com- 
mon liberty of all mankind, to explain their own 
words, be {till denied me; if my affirmation gain no 
credit with Dr. Pemberton; have I not given * proof, 
clear and uncontefted proof, that this was my real 
meaning? He takes no notice of my proof, and yer 
perfifts in denying the thing intended to be proved. 
Why fo' violent and fo obftinate an altercation about 
amatter, and fo trifling a matter, merely perfonal? 

Will he fay, it is not the perfonal matter, but the 
point of {cience about which he gives himfelf and the 
Reader all this trouble? That, if my words are ta- 
ken in the fenfe he afcribes to them, my explication 
of the Lemma is ablurd, falle and inconfiftent, I 2m 
guilty of contradicting mytelf as well as Sir //aac New- 
ton? L agree with him. I have declared the fame thing 
over and over, and have made that an argument, and 
a good one too, for taking the words in the other 
fenfe, which I Pbilalethes, I who wrote thofe words, 
do afcribe to them, for taking them in that fenfe, 
which frees my explication from abfurdity, falfhood, 
inconfiftency and contradiétion. 


This 
* Append. to R. of L. for Dec. 1736. p. 25 
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This is another point of fcience, about which Dr 
Pemberton, in point of candour and ingenuity, ought 
long fince to have declared himfelf. If my words be 
taken in the fenfe I afcribe to them, is the Lemma, a 
by me explained, a true propofition? Will he deny 
it? No. He dares not. Wall he acknowledge it? 
By no means. What would then become of the fy 
mous four interpretations of Mr. Kobins. But, are 
they, indeed, all of them Mr. Rodins’s own interpre. 
tations? Is all this tendernefs fhown to the offspring 
of another Perfon? 


Par. VI. Whether any affignable difference, and any 
difference whatever, are moft certainly equivalent expre/- 
fionsy I fhall not nowdifpute. Butit is, moft certam 
ly, the faireft and beft way, to quote the words of an 
opponent juft as they are. To alter them for one’s 
own advantage, and when detected, to fay, I did it 
on purpofe that he might take notice of it, is firft doing 
a bad thing, and then making a bad excufe for it. 

When a palpable * miftake happens to be made, a 
has been done in regard to my fecond articie, the leat 
fhame is to own it. 

When a weak + objection has been once made, 
and has been rendered worte by || altering ir, the mat- 
ter is {eldom mended by repeating it the third time 
with new § alterations. At this rate it muft indeed be 
hard for an opponent to underftand what the obje- 
ction is. 


Par. VYV. The Doétor has juft now taken it into 
his head to remark, that in December \aft, I took no 
notice of the greateft part of a paragraph in the intro- 
duction to Sir //aac Newtons Quadratures, upon 
which his objection againft my definition of the guan- 
‘Htates nafcentes was grounded. It is true. But what 
notice 


* See Hitt. Works of the Learned for May, 1737. p. 388. 
+ Append. to R. of L. for Sep. 1736. p. 39. 
i Fliit. Works of the Learned tor dpri/, 1737. p. 306. 
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notice would he have me take of it? He made 
only one inference from that paragraph, and no 
more. In my anfwer * I explained that part of the 
paragraph , from which the Doctor’s inference was 
drawn, and plainly fhewed that inference to be erro- 
neous, and to make Sir J/aac Newton contradié&t him- 
felt. For the reft I referred to the place where I had 
examin’d it long before, when it was objected to me 
by Mr. Robins. 

My jy reprefentation, or rather parallel to the Do- 
or’s argument||, needs no defence. I believe, the 
Reader will think it a very juft one. 

How Sir J/aac Newton has executed the defign here 
fpoken of, I have § fhown long ago, and have three 
feveral times reminded Dr. Pemberton of it, but to no 
purpofe. 


Par. VIIf. To fubftitute the words pofitive anfwer, 
inftead of direc? an{wer, to call, No, a pofitive an- 
fwer, is, I think, deviating a little from the utmoft pro- 
priety of expreffion. 

I do not at all imagine it pofible to form the idea of a 
medium between entity and non-entity. But I find it 
poffible to conceive 2 point of time, when an entity, 
gradually diminifhing by motion, may pafs into non- 
entity: And I can conceive, that, at fuch point of 
time, certain quantities, which gradually change their 
proportions, may arrive at a certain determinate pro- 
portion: And this is all I have occafion for. I can 
conceive a medium in regard to time, but no] medi- 
um in regard to quantity. 


Par. TX. We come now to another of Dr. Pem- 
berton’s new points. The fenfe of Sir //aac Newton’s 
Lemma, as expreffed by me, was one new point. The 
fenle of the fame Lemma demanded to be given by 


him, 
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him, is a fecond new point. In order to make thislaft 
appear the more like a new point, he has the modefty 
to date my demand from December laft. But he well 
remembers, the fame thing had been again and again 
demanded of him and his triends many months before, 

But what does he fay to my other demands, about 
the fuppofitions contained in this Lemma, about the 
conclufion of it, about the famous new /enfe of the 
words fiunt ultimo equales, and about the-ule of the 
word 1LLius? Are thele new points likewife? The 
Doétor is not afbamed to give himfelf the air of a vi- 
€tor, as much as if he had anfwered them all. Rz/um 
teneatis amici? It puts one in mind of the Ze Deums 
of Louis the fourteenth. 

But as much a new point as this demand is, be will 
comply with it, if I will put my name to it, and appear 
to be a perfon at all known to the world. 

Now what pity is it, that [ cannot accept of this 
obliging offer! Unfortunately, I have already decla- 
red my refolution not to change my name, and be- 
fides, there is a very good reafon, not unknown to 
Dr. Pemberton, why | fhould keep to that refolution. 
Nor will my modefty permit me to look upon my 
felf, as a perfon at all known to the world. And if I 
fhould, perhaps Dr. Pemberton would not vouchfafe 
to think me fo. Let him therefore fhine in the An- 
nals of Learning, let him immortalize his name by his 
clear and moft intelligible explanations of Sir J/aac 
Newrton’sdoétrine. But for me, alas! I am not known, 
nor do I defire to be known to the world. 

Bene qui latust, bene vixit. 

My end was not fame, but truth. Content with 
victory, I claim no triumph: but return, with Ciz- 
cinnatus, to my plough, and hug myfelf in my own 
obicurity. 

Premetur glovia fatti, 
Nec fefe Pembri jattabit volnere qui/quam. 


But what occafion is there to change my name? Is 
it not the fame I always bore, before Dr. Pemberton 
or 
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or Mr. Robins thought fit to attack me. It was not 
Philalethes that attacked them: they attacked Philale- 
thes. Indeed, had I found myfelt as much preffed, as 
the Doétor would infinuate, I might have been un- 
der fome temptation of changing it for another. Let 
Dr. Pemberton change his name for Robins, or Re- 
marker, ot Triumvir, or what elfe he pleafes. It may 
be advifeable for him to write under any name, ra- 
ther than that of Pemberton: but I mutt defire leave 
to keep mine. Only, if inftead of changing my 
name, he will contenc himfelf with my fubfcribing it 
for his explanation, poffibly, notwithitanding - -- 
- = + -- I may come into tt. 

But I find, it is not my name alone, that is difplea- 
fing to Dr. Pemberton: he takes exception at my man- 
ners likewife. He means, I fuppofe, the great fenfi- 
bility I have fhown upon occafion of difingenuity and 
foul play. But in this I muft defire him to bear with 
me. Jt isa natural infirmity I cannot help. ’Tis in 
the conftirution ofa Philalethes, to be extremely fhock- 
ed at prevarication and untruth. If this were fo of- 
fenfive to him, why did he give occafion for it?’ Why 
did he invite me into this controverly? My nameand 
manners were the very fame in the controverfy with 
Mr. Robins. Ina controverfy prior to that [bore the 
fame name, and did not fhew much better manners. 
It is now too late for Dr. Pemberton to except againtt 
one or the other. 

Prius ifta voluta 

Zecum animo ante tubas: Galeatum [ero duelli 

Poenitet. 

Ay, but though Philalethes had been unmannerly 


to other perfons, it might have been expected that he 
would reverence Dr. Pemberton. 


Tunc quoque materiam rifus invenit ad omnes 
Occurfus hominis. 
; . 

* He is not afhamed, fays this Great Perfonage, to 
confels, that he has on this account (for not giv- 
ing an interpretation of the Lemma) treated ME 
with fo many marks of contempt, as few men of 
6¢ ] ; ; ° 9? ’ 
ettcrs have been treated with. De 
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Delicias hominis! Te confule, dic tibi quis fis. 
Nofcenda eft menfura tut. 


Is not afbamed to confefs, quoth’a? Why, I make 
a merit of it. If Dr. Pemberton is not afhamed of de. 
ferving fuch trearment, why fhould I be afhamed of 
giving it? 


Rubeat, cui frigida mens eft 
Criminibus, tacitad fudant praecordia culpa. 


My reafon for treating Dr. Pemberton, and Mr. Rv- 
bins before him, in this manner, and the motive that 
induced me to it, to fay nothing of the perfonal me- 
rit of thofe Gentlemen, is well known to my reader. 


Ile fapit, qui te fic utitur. Omnia ferre 
Sz potes, &F debes. 


Tis pity it fhould have no better effect. But that is 
not my fault. They are both exceeding obftinate. 


Non illos nofivi poffunt mutare labores. 


But what reafon have they given for treating mein 
fo cavalier a manner, me Philalethes, who have ne- 
ver declined complying with any of their demands, 
who have fo punctuaily replied to all their arguments, 
who have given an{wers to all their queftions, even 
the moft fuperfluous and impertinent? And yet, in* 
November \aft, I filled a page with their compliments 
to me upon my profound ignorance, befides a great 
number of other civilities here and there beftowed 
upon me, and thofe not in Latin, but in plain En- 
glifo, not in verfe, but in profe, not in a ludicrous 
manner, but in fober fadnefs. I might, were it worth 
the while, make a pretty large collection of the like 
courteous expreffions from thefe very ns 

f. 


* Append. to R. of L. for Nev. 1736. p. 67. 
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Dr. Pemberton, but fhall content myfelf with a few 
fom his laft paragraph only, fuch as, common artifice 
in controver/Y, is preffed, eagerne/s to extricate him/elf 
om bis embarraff[ment, ill manners, lo/s of temper, ren- 
ders himfelf de/picable, ridiculous behaviour, has had no 
government of bimfelf, cannot refrain himfelf within the 
hounds of decency. Behold the man that complains of 
my il manners !/ 


Felicia tempora, quae te 
Moribus opponunt ! 


But, fince this difpute, which began upon matters of 
fcience well worthy the confideration of the Reader, 
is now degenerating into perfonal altercation and 
empty cavil, unlefs Dr. Pemberton fhall think fit to 
revive it by giving his fo long demanded explication, 
I fhall not judge it worth while to take notice of what 
he may hereatter write upon this fubjeét; but fhall 
leave him to enjoy that inward fatisfaction, which 
muft neceffarily attend his candid and ingenuous pur- 
fuit after truth, and that reputation, with which the 
Publick, fo much enlightened by his labours, and fo 
greatly edified by his uncommon fincerity, cannot fail 
to reward him. 


Quam pulchrum digito monfirari, &P dicior hic eft ! 





Fs i 


S Dr. Pemberton is now free from the apprehenfi- 

on of any farther anfwer from me, poffibly, in 

his reply to this, he may think fit to take {till greater 

liberties in quoting my words, and in reprefenting the 

fenfe of them, than he and his friends have yet done. 

But in this cafe, I hope from the Juftice of the Rea- 

der, that he will give no fort of credit to what may 

be alledged againft me, unle(s, upon due examination, 
it appear to be well grounded. 


BIZKRE 
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